PROVIDE ASSISTANCE, LIGHTEN THE BURDEN

           

Let us all increase our obedience towards Allah the Almighty by doing everything that He
prescribes and avoiding all that He prohibits. Hopefully, we will be forgiven in this world and in the
hereafter.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
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Every believer must care about his brother's affairs. Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him) said in a Hadith narrated by Imam Ahmad:

Which means: "The parable of believers who are loving and caring for one another, is like the
body; if one part of the body is ill, then the other parts will lose their sleep or fall ill also."

In another Hadith, which was narrated by Imam Muslim, the Prophet (pbuh) made an
analogy that the believer's brotherhood is like a building:

Which means: "believers with other believers are like a building, some of them strengthen the
others."

All praise belongs to Allah the Almighty. We are grateful to Him because Muslims in
Malaysia and in Pahang, are able to live a peaceful life. However, there are oppressed Muslims such
as the Rohingyas in the West of Myanmar who have been oppressed since 1978. Their human
rights have been violated by the Myanmar army and no protection has been given to them so that
hundreds of thousands of them have become refugees.
.
Muslims in Palestine have been facing the tyranny of Israel's Zionist regime for decades.
Our brothers and sisters in Syria are being oppressed by Basyar Assad's regime and Muslims in
Yemen are threatened by famine. Similar fates are befalling millions of Muslims in Somalia,
Ethiopia and some other poor Muslim countries.

2

While we are sleeping soundly on our comfortable mattresses and soft pillows, our Muslim
brothers and sisters in some countries are sleeping in hunger or fear. Some are even sleeping in the
rubble of collapsed buildings accompanied by gunshots and explosions.

What is our role as fellow Muslim brothers and sisters who are blessed with a better life? Do
we not feel sad or hurt to see the fate of those who are in distress?

Helping distressed or mistreated Muslims is highly encouraged in Islam. The Prophet
(pbuh) said in a Hadith narrated by Imam al-Bukhari:

Which means: Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) said, "Help your brother, whether he is an
oppressor or he is an oppressed one”. His companions asked, "O Allah's Messenger (pbuh)! It is
all right to help him if he is oppressed, but how should we help him if he is an oppressor?" The
Prophet (pbuh) said, "By preventing him from oppressing others."

Allah the Almighty said in the Quran in Chapter 5 (Surah al-Ma'idah), verse (ayat) 2:

…          …
Which means: ...And cooperate in righteousness and piety, but do not cooperate in sin and
aggression...

If we are true believers, we will surely look for ways to help our brothers and sisters in
faith. Though most of us are not able to provide physical assistance, Allah the Almighty has
granted us a better sustenance. Therefore, let us together provide financial assistance to the
Muslims who are in need by donating to organizations that have received written permission
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from the Malaysian Government or the Islamic Religious and Malay Customs Council of
Pahang. There is no excuse for us to keep silent or to neglect helping them financially. If we do
not have the financial ability, the least we can do is to pray to Allah the Almighty for their
safety and freedom.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

There are also members of the society around us who need help such as the destitute,
people with low incomes, single mothers, orphans,

preachers who dedicate themselves

wholeheartedly to the spread of Islam in particular in the interior, students who are not able to
further their studies, disabled people, people with chronic illnesses who need money to pay
expensive medical bills and others. Let us lend a helping hand by sharing some of our
sustenancce which has been bestowed by Allah the Almighty.

The Prophet (pbuh) said in a Hadith which was narrated by Imam Muslim which
means: "Whoever relieves a believer's misery from his tribulations in this world, then Allah will
alleviate one hardship from his tribulations on the Day of Resurrection. Whoever lightens the
burden of a person who is in trouble, Allah will give him ease in this world and in the
Hereafter.

The committee members of the mosque can play a role by visiting their congregation to
encourage them to attend the congregational prayers and to identify those who are in great need
of assistance. The collection money of the mosque must be used for the benefit of the mosque's
congregation. It should also be used to clean and maintain the community cemetary instead of
letting thousands of Ringgits sit idle in the bank. It is the duty of the mosque committee to
report anything that happens in the community to the Islamic Religious and Malay Custom
Council of Pahang. Allah the Almighty reminds us to give charity as mentioned in the Quran in
Chapter 57 (Surah Al-Hadid), verse (ayat) 7:
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Which means: Believe in Allah and His messenger, and spend (in charity) out of the (substance)
whereof He has made you heirs. For, those of you who believe and spend (in charity), for them
is a great Reward.

.
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