MAKING FULL USE OF THE SCHOOL HOLIDAY

Let us all increase our obedience towards Allah the Almighty by doing everything that
He prescribes and avoiding all that He prohibits. Hopefully, we will be blessed in this world and
in the hereafter.
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Children are the most valuable gifts from Allah the Almighty. The lyrics of a Malay
nashid song can be loosely translated as ‘the children are the apple of the eyes, the comfort of the
heart, the greatest pleasure from Allah’. The song beautifully portrays the big responsibility that
lies on the shoulders of all parents to educate their children. A beautiful story of a pious father
named Luqman al-Hakim who was very determined in bringing up his children in a way that was
pleasing to Allah the Almighty is preserved in the Qur'an in Chapter 31 (Surah Luqman), verse
(ayat) 13:
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ﭷﭸﭹﭺﭻ
ﭦ ﭧ ﭨ ﭩ ﭪ ﭫ ﭬ ﭭ ﭮ ﭯﭰ ﭱ ﭲ ﭳ ﭴ ﭵ
.
Which means: Behold, Luqman said to his son by way of instruction: "O my son! join not
in worship (others) with Allah: for false worship is indeed the highest wrong-doing."

Therefore, every parent should be determined to educate their children so that they will
become righteous servants of Allah the Almighty who will be beneficial to Islam and the
country.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) was very concerned about children’s education
from when they were very young. He always taught them with noble character and brought them
closer to Allah the Almighty. The Prophet (pbuh) taught his young step son Umar bin Abu
Salamah to eat politely as mentioned in a Hadith which was narrated by Imam al-Bukhari:

Which means: "Mention Allah's Name (i.e., say Bismillah before starting eating), eat with your
right hand, and eat from what is near you."

The sincerity of the Prophet (pbuh) can also be seen through his reminder to Ibn Abbas
who was still small at that time in the following Hadith which was narrated by Imam al-Tirmizi:

Which means: "O my child! I will teach you some matters. Be watchful of your relationship with
Allah, He will safeguard you. "
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This Hadith clarifies that children should be raised with a strong faith. Children must be
taught from an early age not to associate partners with Allah the Almighty. They also need to be
educated so they will not be influenced by negative elements such as the liberal belief that has
recently questioned the sacrifice of animals as allegedly causing harm to animals and spoiling the
environment.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

School holidays have arrived. Wise parents need to make plans so that the holidays will
be beneficial for children's education. Encourage the children to help with household chores so
that they will be prepared with knowledge of how to manage their own home when they have
their own family. Encourage the children to help with garden work and to wash the family’s
vehicles in order to foster a sense of responsibility towards themselves and their family. They
must also improve their Quranic reading skills, personal religious obligations, and other
beneficial skills.

Parents need to constantly remind their children to perform their five daily prayers and to
bring them to the mosque. How lucky for those parents whose children grow up in an
atmosphere and environment of worshipping Allah the Almighty. May these children be among
those who will be under the shade of Allah’s throne on the Day of Resurrection as mentioned in
the Prhophet’s Hadith which was narrated by Imam al-Bukhari:

.
Which means: A young man who grew up in the worship of his Lord.

At the same time, this long holiday season can be used by parents to strengthen their
relationship and love with their children. This is also a great opportunity for parents to take their
children on a vacation. Parents must express love and affection towards their children. One day,
a companion was amazed when he saw the Prophet (pbuh) kissed his grandson because he (the
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companion) never kissed his children. Then the Prophet (pbuh) said in a Hadith which was
narrated by Imam Muslim:

Which means: Indeed a person who does not love others will not be loved.

Dear Brother and Sisters,

Let us all work hard to teach Islam to our children in a loving way. Parents must not let
children wander around at night which might lead them to delinquency like the youths who were
recently involved in arson of the Maahad tahfiz. We must be aware that many negative
influences are available to our children through mass media such as television and the internet.
If we do not guide them properly, they will be influenced by the negative elements around them.
As Muslims we are taught to seek protection from Allah the Almighty through prayers and
supplications and one of the best supplications is the one that was recited by Prophet Ibrahim
which is mentioned in the Quran in Chapter 14 (Surah Ibrahim), verse (ayat) 40:

ﭷﭸﭹﭺﭻ
ﯢ ﯣ ﯤ ﯥ ﯦ ﯧﯨ ﯩ ﯪ ﯫ ﯬ
Which means: O my Lord! Make me one who establishes regular Prayer, and also (raise such)
among my offspring O our Lord! And accept Thou my Prayer.
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