Eid al-Adha 1438 Hijriah (2017 A.D)



Let us all increase our obedience towards Allah the Almighty by doing everything that He
prescribes and avoiding all that He prohibits. Hopefully we will receive His forgiveness in this
world and in the Hereafter.
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Today, all Muslims come together to express gratitude and obedience to Allah the
Almighty. Starting today, for the next 3 days, Muslims are strongly encouraged to recite takbir
(Allah is the greatest), tahlil (there is no God but Allah), tasbih (glory be to Allah), and tahmid

(all praises be to Allah) to exalt Allah the Almighty. With enthusiasm, the following Arabic
version of Eid-al-Adha takbir is loudly chanted.

Understanding the interpretation of takbir helps a believer to really feel the greatness of
Allah the Almighty which assists him in removing his arrogance and narcissism. Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) said in a Hadith which was narrated by Imam Muslim:


Which means: “No one who has the weight of a seed of arrogance in his heart will enter
Paradise.”
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Indeed, the celebration of Eid-al-Adha is a reminder for all of us regarding the story of
the sacrifice made by the family of Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham). This story is so noble that it is
recorded in our five daily prayers. Prophet Ibrahim’s family is a role model for believers because
they chose to abide by all Allah’s commands regardless of circumstances, to prove that Islam is
the truth. Allah the Almighty mentioned in the Quran in Chapter 2 (Surah al-Baqarah), verses
(ayats) 130 to 131:

ﮆ ﮇ ﮈ ﮉ ﮊ ﮋ ﮌ ﮍ ﮎﮏ ﮐ ﮑ ﮒ
ﮓﮔ ﮕ ﮖ ﮗ ﮘ ﮙ ﮚ ﮛ ﮜ ﮝ ﮞ ﮟﮠ ﮡ
ﮢﮣﮤﮥ

Which means: And who would be averse to the religion of Abraham except one who makes a
fool of himself. And We had chosen him in this world, and indeed he, in the Hereafter, will be
among the righteous. When his Lord said to him, "Submit", he said "I have submitted [in Islam]
to the Lord of the worlds."
While millions of Muslims are gathering in Mecca to complete the pilgrimage, we are
encouraged to carry out the ritual sacrifice of animals (qurban). Both acts of pilgrimage and
animal sacrifice connect us with the story of the sacrifice that was made by the family of
Prophet Ibrahim who obeyed Allah’s command without hesitation. The story began with the
sacrifice of Prophet Ibrahim’s wife Siti Hajar (Hagar) who was left in the middle of the desert
place with her baby son Ismail (Ishmael) who was still nursing. The place was later developed
into the thriving city of Mecca, the center for Muslims. In addition to that, they were also
subjected to Allah’s command to slaughter their beloved son Ismail. This is the perfect model of
a righteous family which obeyed Allah’s command without hesitation as recorded in the Quran
in Chapter 37 (Surah al-Soffat), verses (ayats) 102 to 105:

ﯹﯺﯻﯼﯽ ﯾﯿﰀﰁﰂ ﰃﰄﰅﰆ
ﰇﰈ ﰉ ﰊ ﰋ ﰌ ﰍﰎ ﰏ ﰐ ﰑ ﰒ ﰓ ﰔ ﰕ ﭑ
ﭒ ﭓ ﭔ ﭕ ﭖ ﭗ ﭘ ﭙ ﭚ ﭛ ﭜﭝ ﭞ ﭟ
ﭠﭡﭢ
And when he reached with him [the age of] exertion, he said, "O my son, indeed I have seen in a
dream that I [must] sacrifice you, so see what you think." He said, "O my father, do as you are
commanded. You will find me, if Allah wills, of the steadfast." And when they had both submitted
and he put him down upon his forehead, We called to him, "O Abraham, You have fulfilled the
vision." Indeed, We thus reward the doers of good.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

In conjunction with the celebration of Eid al Adha, let us reflect on the extent we have
sacrificed for our religion. How much have we done for our religion as compared to Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh) who had even shed his blood for the sake Islam? How much money have
we donated as compared to Abu Bakar (one of the great companions of the Prophet) who
handed over all his wealth for the success of the religion? How much of our children’s and
family’s interests have we sacrificed for the benefit of Islam as compared to the sacrifices made
by Prophet Ibrahim, his wife Siti Hajar and his son Prophet Ismail?

Muslims today stress their logical reasoning more than following the command of Allah the
Almighty. For example, they put emphasis more on their political victory than the unity of
Muslims. It is time that we sacrifice our own political interests and instead, we must think of the
future of Muslims, especially the Malays, who need unity in order to save this country from the
hands of others. Let us not conspire and support any party who tries to eradicate the teachings of
Islam and the political power of the Malays. As a result, Muslims are being ridiculed and our
religion is humiliated. Examples include a request that illegitimate children be legitimized by
being given the name of the man who had unlawful intercourse with their mother, Malay
language is marginalized, jawi text is abolished, the Malay customs are denounced, and the
sovereignty of the royal institution is degraded.

To end today’s Eid al Adha khutbah (sermon) let us call upon Muslims to come forward with
opportunities to sincerely sacrifice for the sake of our beloved religion. Allah reminds us to be
obedient to Him as He mentioned in the Quran in Chapter 33 (Surah al-Ahzab), verse (ayat) 71:

ﭷﭸﭹﭺﭻ
ﯖﯗﯘﯙ ﯚﯛ ﯜﯝﯞ
Which means: He that obeys Allah and His Messenger, has already attained the highest
achievement.



