EVENT OF TWO QIBLAH

           
       

Let us increase our righteousness and obedience to Allah the
Almighty by doing all that He prescribes and leaving all that He prohibits.
May we be forgiven in this life and the hereafter.

Dear brothers and sisters,
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There are many important events in the history of Islam that took
place in the month of Syaaban. One of them is the redirection of the qiblah
from Aqsa Mosque in Palestine to Masjidil Haram in Makkah. It took place
in the month of Syaaban in the second year of Hijrah.

In the book of Ibn Saad's al-Tabaqat, it is narrated that the Messenger
of Allah (pbuh) visited Ummu Bisyr bin al-Barra 'bin Mabrur in the village
of Bani Salamah. Ummu Bisyr prepared a feast for the prophet (pbuh) and
the prophet’s companions.

When the time for Zuhur prayers came, the Prophet (pbuh) performed
the prayer at the village mosque. When the Prophet (pbuh) was in the second
rak'ah, revelation from Allah the Almighty occurred which commanded the
Prophet (pbuh) to change the direction of the qiblah towards the Ka'bah in
the Sacred Mosque (Masjidil Haram) in Mecca. Allah the Almighty said in
chapter 2 (surah al-Baqarah) verse 144:

             
            
            

Which means: We have certainly seen the turning of your face, [O
Muhammad], toward the heaven, and We will surely turn you to a
with which you will be pleased. So turn your face toward al-
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al2

Haram. And wherever you [believers] are, turn your faces toward it [in
prayer]. Indeed, those who have been given the Scripture well know that it is
the truth from their Lord. And Allah is not unaware of what they do.
After this verse was revealed, the Prophet (pbuh) turned to face the
Kaabah and continued to resume his prayer with his companions. The
mosque is called the Qiblatain Mosque which still exists in Medina to this
day.
After this incident, the hypocrites (munafik) and the Jews mocked and
doubted the actions of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). They questioned the
reason that caused Muhammad and the Muslims to turn away from the qibla
they have been using all those years.

Allah the Almighty revealed verse 142 from Surah al-Baqarah in
response to the questions of the hypocrites and the Jews to this deliberate
question. He said:

              
         

Which means: The foolish among the people will say, "What has turned
them away from their qiblah, which they used to face?" Say, "To Allah
belongs the east and the west. He guides whom He wills to a straight path."
Events of the change in the direction of the Qiblah was a great blow to
the Jews who have been so proud of their qibla i.e. Baitulmaqdis. They
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ridiculed and mocked Muslims for following the Jewish qibla prior to this.
However, the command of facing the Qiblah during prayer is a command
from Allah the Almighty. This is actually the concept of absolute obedience
to all commands from Allah the Almighty.

Dear brothers and sisters

The event of change in thedirection of Qibla from Aqsa Mosque in
Baitulmaqdis to Baitullah in Makkah proves the power of Allah the
Almighty in granting His Messenger’s (pbuh) wish to pray toward Baitullah.

In this case, it is not Baitulmaqdis or Makkah which is the goal, but
our ultimate obedience when accepting Allah's commands. Furthermore,
facing the Qiblah is one of the legal requirements of prayer. Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh) said in a hadith narrated by Imam al-Bukhari and
Muslim Imam:

Which means: "When you stand for prayer, perform (your) ablution
perfectly, then face the qiblah (towards the Ka'bah) and say the takbeer.”

Dear brothers and sisters

To end the sermon today, let us strengthen unity among us just as we
are united in performing prayer facing the direction of one qiblah. Avoid
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disunity. When we are divided, the enemies of Islam will easily take the
opportunity to dominate us.

Allah the Almighty says in chapter 2 (surah al-Baqarah) verse 115:

              
Which means: And to Allah belongs the east and the west. So wherever you
[might] turn, there is the Face of Allah. Indeed, Allah is all-Encompassing
and Knowing.

.
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