THE PROHIBITION OF BACKBITING

Let us all increase our devotion towards Allah the Almighty by performing all
that He has decreed and abstaining from all that He has prohibited. Hopefully, we will be
blessed in this world and in the Hereafter.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Living in a society, Muslims are required to maintain brotherhood and harmony
based on noble moral values. We are taught to love, care for, and help one another, as
well as to protect each other’s dignity. Prophet Muhammad (may Allah’s blessings and
peace be upon him [pbuh]) said in a Hadith which was narrated by Imam al-Bukhari and
Imam Muslim:
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Which means: A Muslim is a brother of another Muslim, so he should not oppress him,
nor should he hand him over to an oppressor. Whoever fulfills the needs of his brother,
Allah will fulfill his needs; whoever brings his (Muslim) brother out of a discomfort,
Allah will bring him out of the discomforts of the Day of Resurrection, and whoever
screens a Muslim, Allah will screen him on the Day of Resurrection.
Muslims should not spread other Muslims’ shame. Not only that, we are also
prohibited from revealing the disgrace of others that we consider our enemies.

For example, the act of politicians smearing and spreading the shame of
individuals from different political parties is rampant. Today, politicians are using the
internet as a channel to defame others, create conflict, launch personal attacks and shame
their opponents. Sometimes it is followed by abusive words without considering sins or
religious prohibition.

Allah the Almighty forbid us from acting in this manner as mentioned in the
Quran in Chapter 24 (Surah An-Nur), verse (ayat) 19:

ﭷﭸﭹﭺﭻ
ﯳﯴ ﯵﯶﯷﯸﯹﯺ ﯻﯼﯽﯾ ﯿﰀ
ﰁﰂ ﰃ ﰄ ﰅ ﰆ ﰇ ﰈ
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Which means: Indeed, those who like that immorality should be spread [or publicized]
among those who have believed will have a painful punishment in this world and the
Hereafter. And Allah knows and you do not know.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The act of spreading the disgrace of others comes in various forms such as
circulating the story of someone’s failure in marriage, recording and disseminating videos
of others sexual acts, spreading someone’s humiliating pictures, or mocking someone's
physical form. We are forbidden to mock, insult, or shame others for being too fat; being
too skinny; having dark skin, an ugly face or physical disability; etc. All of these are
considered gossiping, humiliating and belittling others which are all detested by Allah the
Almighty as stated in the Quran in Chapter 104 (Surah Al-Humazah), verse (ayat) 1:

ﭑ ﭒﭓﭔ


   

Which means: Woe to every fault-finding backbiter.

To gossip, to condemn or to expose the shame of others is like eating our own
dead brother’s flesh. Allah the Almighty warned us about this in the Quran in Chapter 49
(Surah Al-Hujurat), verse (ayat) 12:

ﭑ ﭒ ﭓ ﭔ ﭕ ﭖ ﭗ ﭘ ﭙ ﭚ ﭛﭜ ﭝ ﭞ ﭟ ﭠ
ﭡ ﭢﭣ ﭤ ﭥ ﭦ ﭧ ﭨ ﭩ ﭪ ﭫﭬ ﭭ ﭮﭯ ﭰ
ﭱﭲ ﭳﭴ
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Which means: O you who have believed, avoid much [negative] assumption. Indeed,
some assumption is sin. And do not spy or backbite each other. Would one of you like to
eat the flesh of his brother when dead? You would detest it. And fear Allah ; indeed,
Allah is Accepting of repentance and Merciful.

The enemies of Islam will rejoice when they see Muslims hating, insulting,
disgracing and defaming each other leading to division. Those with hatred and
maliciousness in their hearts towards their brothers in faith have the characteristics of
hypocrites. These feelings will not benefit anyone; instead they will destroy unity which
weakens Muslims even more.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

As an end to this sermon, let us together cleanse ourselves from any abomination,
such as envy, jealousy, disgracing others, gossiping or shaming others. Islam prohibits us
from degrading others in order to preserve the harmony of our brotherhood. Let us follow
the teachings of our Prophet (pbuh) to uphold each other’s good name as commanded by
Allah the Almighty in the Quran in Chapter 85 (Surah Al-Buruj), verse (ayat) 10:

ﭷﭸﭹﭺﭻ
ﮅﮆ ﮇﮈﮉﮊﮋﮌﮍﮎﮏﮐ
ﮑﮒ ﮓ
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Which means: Those who persecute (or draw into temptation) the Believers, men and
women, and do not turn in repentance, will have the Penalty of Hell: They will have the
Penalty of the Burning Fire.
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