ENCOURAGING THE PRACTICE OF WAQAF
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Let us increase our righteousness to Allah the Almighty by doing all
that He prescribes and and leaving all that He prohibits. May we be blessed
by Allah the Almighty in this life and the hereafter.

Dear brothers and sisters,

Spending (infaq)

our properties on compulsory practices such as

zakat and on obligatory practices such as waqaf is highly recommended by
Allah the Almighty to His obedient servants. This practice will cleanse our
souls from stinginess and helps to develop affection. It is also a sign of our

faith and gratitude to the Almighty. Allah the Almighty says in chapter 8
(surah Al-Anfal) verses 3-4:

ﭷﭸﭹ ﭺ ﭻ
ﭹ ﭺ ﭻ ﭼ ﭽ ﭾ ﭿ ﮀ ﮁ ﮂ ﮃﮄ
ﮅﮆﮇ ﮈﮉﮊﮋﮌ
Which means: The ones who establish prayer, and from what We have
provided them, they spend. Those are the believers, truly. For them are
degrees [of high position] with their Lord and forgiveness and noble
provision.

The best practice of spending (infaq) and waqaf (endowment made by
a Muslim for a religious, educational, or charitable cause) is by giving the
most cherished and valued treasure of ours and to others. These acts will be
honoured and appreciated by the recipients. It is also an act blessed by Allah
the Almighty. Allah says in chapter 3 (surah Ali Imran ) verse 92:

ﭑ ﭒ ﭓ ﭔ ﭕ ﭖ ﭗﭘ ﭙ ﭚ ﭛ ﭜ ﭝ ﭞ ﭟ ﭠ ﭡ
Which means: Never will you attain the good [reward] until you spend [in
the way of Allah ] from that which you love. And whatever you spendindeed, Allah is Knowing of it.

Dear brothers and sisters,

Waqaf is ptractised by the Prophet (pbuh) duirng his lifetime in which
he gave away lands for the construction of mosques and date palm orchards
for the benefit of muslims in Madinah.

Others who performed waqaf

include Saidnia Abu Bakar Al Siddiq, Saidina Umar, Saidina Uthman,
Saidina Ali and others.

History has proven that waqaf has contributed to the development
and prosperity of the ummah and the country. The development of Al-Azhar
As-Syarif University, which had been founded and developed from waqaf
donated by Muslims since the time of Fatimiyyah Kingdom that ruled

in

the 5th Hijrah century till now is a testament of the benefits of waqaf. It has
benefitted numerous islamic civilisations and produced millions of islamic
scholars all over the world.

Likewise, the development and welfare of people in the Turkish
Ottoman dynasty were the result of wakaf. The construction of schools,
hospitals, mosques and public facilities such as roads and irrigation systems
were contributed from waqf property during that period of time.

Dear brothers and sisters

The Islamic Religious and Malay Customs of Pahang is the sole
keeper of all waqfs for the Pahang state which include

movable and

immovable properties. Those who wish to contribute to waqaf in monetary
form can do so through the Pahang Waqaf Fund for as low as Rm5.00.
Waqaf in cash form can be done through salary deduction, at counters of all
branches of MUIP or through electronic banking.

Through the Waqaf Fund donated by Muslims in Pahang, the
development and welfare of Muslims such as the construction of mosques,
suraus, orphanages and educational centers are made possible. In fact, the
expansion of student dormitories in Egypt was also made through donations
from waqaf funds.

Those who perform waqaf are promised rewards in their lifetime as
well as in the hereafter. The Prophet( pbuh) said in a hadith narrated by
Imam Muslim:
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Which means: When a man dies, his good deeds come to an end except
three; ongoing charity, beneficial knowledge, and righteous offspring who
will pray for him.

Dear brothers and sisters

Thus, let us revive and practice waqaf in the name of the Islamic
Religious Council and the Malay Customs Pahang as the sole keeper of waqf
property in the state of Pahang and not in the name of individuals or certain
bodies so that the objectives of waqaf is preserved. Allah the Almighty says
in chapter 63 (surah al-Munafiqun) verse 10:

ﭷﭸﭹ ﭺ ﭻ
ﮰﮱ ﯓ ﯔ ﯕﯖﯗﯘﯙﯚﯛﯜﯝﯞ ﯟ
ﯠﯡﯢﯣﯤﯥﯦ
Which means: And spend [in the way of Allah ] from what We have provided
you before death approaches one of you and he says, "My Lord, if only You

and be among the

would delay me for a brief term so I would give charity
righteous.
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وأَستَ ْغ يفر اهلل الْع يظيم يِل ولَ ُكم ،وليسائيير الْمسلي يمْي والْمسليم ي
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استَ ْغ يفُرْوهُ إينَّهُ ُه َو الْغَ ُف ْوُر َّ
َوالْ ُم ْؤمنَات ،فَ ْ

