PROHIBITION OF DENYING THE RIGHTS OF WIFE AND CHILDREN

         
Let us increase our righteousness to Allah the Almighty by doing all
that He prescribes and and leaving all that He prohibits. May our lives be
blessed by Allah the Almighty in this life and the hereafter.
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Dear brothers and sisters

Islam has determined that a husband or father is the head of his
family. Allah the Almighty has bestowed upon him the wife and children as
a place of affection for him and at the same time the wife and children are a
great trust to be guarded by him. Allah theAlmighty says in chapter 30
(Surah al-Rum) verse 21:

            

        
Which means: And of His signs is that He created for you from yourselves
mates that you may find tranquillity in them; and He placed between you
affection and mercy. Indeed in that are signs for a people who give thought.

As the head of the family, the husband or father plays a major role as
a leader who guides his family like a captain steering his ship in a distant
voyage. As a leader, the head of the family will be questioned in the
hereafter regarding his leadership of every member in his family. The
Prophet (pbuh) said in a hadith narrated by Imam Muslim:
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Which means: Every one of you is a shepherd and is responsible for his
flock. The leader of people is a guardian and is responsible for his subjects.
A man is the guardian of his family and he is responsible for them…

The head of the family must carry out certain responsibilities to his
wife and children. Among these responsibilities are to provide halal
sustenance,

hamony, suitable accomodation, food and clothes

for his

family. Children must be provided with academic and religious education.

The Prophet (pbuh) said in a hadith narrated by Imam al-Tabrani:

Which means: The husband's rights on his wife is she should not leave his
bed and should rejoice over his gifts and obey his instructions and not leave
the house without his permisssion. She should not permit anyone whom he
dislikes to enter his house.
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This hadith clearly shows that Islam forbids the wife to bring in
anyone whom the husband does not like to his home. Similarly, in the
context of the world today, wives are prohibited from uploading or
downloading anything that the husband does not like about anything that can
break the harmony of the household for example having communication
with men through intermediaries such as the telephone or internet.

Lately, there have been cases of divorce due to cheating couples who
have relationships with others. Sometimes adultery happens when couples
meet old lovers through school reunions or university alumni either through
whatsApp, facebook and so on.

The head of the family must have tight control over his wife and
children on their use of gadgets in order to protect them from negative
elements. Children should be at home and not loitering aimlessly outside
especially at night. They should be encouraged to go to mosques during
magrib and isya’ prayer time and read the quran.

Islam also commands that the head of the family be a qudwah or a
good example to his family member. Do not just blame the wife and children
for the use of gadgets and other communications, while as head of the
family, a husband or father does not show good example.

Dear brothers and sisters

To end this sermon, let us as husbands and fathers be righteous to
Allah the Almighty in executing our duties dilligently as heads of our
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families. Remember that in the hereafter, we will be questioned by Allah the
Almighty as to whether we have performed our mandate well to our wives
and children. If we betray this trust, the grievous punishment of Allah the
Almighty awaits us in the hereafter.

Allah the Almighty says chapter 8 (surah al-anfal) verse 27:

        
  
Which means: O you who have believed, do not betray Allah and the
Messenger or betray your trusts while you know [the consequence].

.
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