PARENTS’ RESPONSIBILITY IN MONITORING
CHILDREN

          

   

Let us all increase our devotion towards Allah the Almighty by performing all
that He has decreed and abstaining from all that He has prohibited. Hopefully, we will be
forgiven in this world and in the Hereafter.

Dear Brothers and Sisters.

The rate of crime involving teenagers is worrisome. The statistics from the Home
Ministry reported that in 2016 alone, 691 teenagers were involved in rape offenses. Even
more frightening is that there are cases which involve children who are between the ages
of 7 and 10. Additionally, teenagers are also involved in various immoral behavior such
as mixing freely with the opposite gender, smoking, sniffing glue, running away from
home, and premarital sex.

We were recently shocked by the arson of Maahad Tahfiz which was committed
by teenagers . The crime was committed in the middle of the night, when teenagers are
supposed to be at home.

Educating children, especially those who have reached adolescent age, is very
challenging for parents in this modern age. Without proper education and supervision,
children are easily influenced by the negative elements that are introduced by peers or
mass media.

That is the reason why Islam is very concerned about the education of children of
all ages. The Prophet (peace be upon him) said in a Hadith which was narrated by Imam
al-Tirmidzi:

.Which means: "The best gift from a father to his child is education and upbringing."

Abdullah Ibn Umar said:

Which means: Educate your child because you will be questioned about what you taught
him. And indeed your child will also be questioned about how you treated him and his
obedience to you.

Dear Brothers and Sisters.

It is sad when there are cases of parents who neglect their teenagers with the
reason that “they are already big and therefore they can fend for themselves.”

There are parents who let their children go out at night without any sound reason
and are allowing their children to be negatively influenced. Some Muslim scholars assert
that guiding and educating children is not only teaching the knowledge of religion, but
also encouraging them to perform congregational prayers especially for Maghrib, Isyak
and Subuh with the hope that they will not wander around aimlessly and be trapped in
unhealthy activities.
In addition, Islam encourages parents to be acquainted with their children’s
friends so that their children will not be negatively influenced. The Prophet (pbuh) said in
a Hadith which was narrated by Imam Ahmad:

Which means: “A person is likely to follow the faith of his friend, so look whom you befriend.”

Parents should also ensure that their teenage children are not isolating themselves
in their rooms. Responsible parents should be concerned about what their children are
doing when they are alone because negative elements such as unlawful sex, violence,
negative foreign culture and extreme entertainment can penetrate children’s minds
through television, computers, the Internet, telephones, etc.

Parents must also be concerned about the way their children dress. Some parents
let their children go out wearing clothes which are inappropriate according to the Islamic
dress code. In addition, some parents allow their daughters to ride a motorcycle or watch
a movie alone with a boyfriend. This is contradictory to the teachings of Islam and it is
one of the causes in the increase of social illnesses among adolescents.

Dear Brothers and Sisters.

To end this khutbah (sermon), let us together monitor our children from a young
age so that they can live a true Islamic way of life. Let us pray to Allah the Almighty to
guide our families as mentioned in the Quran in Chapter 25 (Surah Al-Furqan), verse
(ayat) 74:

          
  
Which means: And those who pray, "Our Lord! Grant unto us wives and offspring who
will be the comfort of our eyes, and give us (the grace) to lead the righteous."

.

