CELEBRATION OF WORLD FORESTRY DAY
PAHANG STATE LEVEL 2018

ﭷﭸﭹﭺﭻ
ﮑﮒﮓ ﮔﮕﮖﮗﮘﮙﮚﮛﮜ ﮝﮞ ﮟ
ﮠﮡﮢ ﮣﮤ
Let us increase our righteousness and obedience to Allah the Almighty by
doing all that He prescribes and leaving all that He prohibits. May we achieve
success in this life and the hereafter.
Dear brothers and sisters,

The environment is created by Allah the Almighty for the pleasure and
survival of life in this world. Forests, mountains, hills, rivers and seas have
specific function in relevance to their creation. It is undeniable that forests are
our important heritage that have great value to us. Forests give various positive
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impact to our society and country. Without forests, we would not be able to
enjoy panoramic views of nature that we are able to see and relish today.

Islam prohibits its followers from doing any kind of damage on this
earth, including destruction of lives, property and environment. Allah the
Almighty says in chapter 27 (surah Al-Naml) verse 60:

ﮁﮂﮃﮄﮅﮆﮇﮈ ﮉﮊﮋﮌﮍﮎ
ﮏ ﮐ ﮑ ﮒ ﮓ ﮔﮕ ﮖ ﮗ ﮘﮙ ﮚ ﮛ ﮜ ﮝ ﮞ
Which means: [More precisely], is He [not best] who created the heavens and
the earth and sent down for you rain from the sky, causing to grow thereby
gardens of joyful beauty which you could not [otherwise] have grown the trees
thereof? Is there a deity with Allah ? [No], but they are a people who ascribe
equals [to Him].
Let it be known that destruction of forests today is due to human greed
which will invite the wrath of Allah the Almighty. Let us conserve our forest
treasures so that they are not illegally encroached for example illegal and
indiscriminate logging activities that destroy forests and create barren hills. The
consequences of these activities are flash floods, landslides and pollution. Just
look at the polluted rivers in Pahang where the water has become silty and
threatens marine life. The Prophet (pbuh) said in a hadith narrated by Abu
Daud:
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Which means: whoever cuts down a tree in the open desert that wayfarers and
animals use for shade, merely for sport and to wrong others unlawfully, then
Allah will throw him headfirst into Hellfire.

The Department of Forestry has initiated many programs to ensure that
natural resources and forests are conserved and rehabilitated effectively. The
World Forestry Day is celebrated throughout the world to create awareness of
the importance of forests. Forests are dwellings for wildlife; but sadly, it is
being destroyed by human greed. This selfish act will cause the poor animals to
encroach and disturb nearby villages and housing estates.

Dear brothers and sisters,

Let us be reminded that it is the obligation of all parties to ensure that the
environment is well-preserved. Any plans and proposals for development
projects should be reviewed and evaluated for any effect on the environment.
This is to ensure the maintenance of our life system and to monitor socioeconomic activities of surrounding communities.

We must avoid illegal forest exploration activities, open burning, and
indiscriminate rubbish disposal. Strive to comply with rules and regulations set
by the authorities so that we can avoid destruction which will incur the wrath of
Allah the Almighty. Remember that everything that we have in this world is a
loan from Allah the Almighty, and as His servants, we must carry out our duties
diligently, ethically and honestly. Let us fight against all activities that lead to
destruction of forests and the environment.

Dear brothers and sisters,
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Forests need to be preserved because they are natural barriers to reduce
erosion during heavy rainfall. Currently, many natural disasters have occurred.
We should take this as a warning from Allah the Almighty. Massive floods,
long periods of droughts, forest fires, haze, pollution of water resources and so
on are disasters that have occurred because environmental resources are not
properly managed, maintained and preserved.

Allah the Almighty says in chapter 30 (surah al-Rum) verse 41:

ﭷﭸﭹﭺﭻ
ﯾﯿ ﰀﰁ ﰂﰃﰄ ﰅﰆ ﰇ ﰈﰉ ﰊﰋﰌﰍ
Which means: Corruption has appeared throughout the land and sea by
[reason of] what the hands of people have earned so He may let them taste part
of [the consequence of] what they have done that perhaps they will return [to
righteousness].
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