TRUE INDEPENDENCE

ﭷﭸﭹﭺﭻ
ﮇ ﮈ ﮉ ﮊ ﮋﮌ ﮍ ﮎ ﮏﮐ ﮑ ﮒ ﮓ ﮔ ﮕ ﮖ ﮗ ﮘﮙ
ﮚ ﮛﮝﮞﮟ ﮠ ﮡﮢ

Let us all increase our devotion towards Allah the Almighty by performing all that He
has decreed and abstaining from all that He has prohibited. Hopefully, we will be blessed in this
world and in the Hereafter.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Today we celebrate the 61st anniversary of the nation's independence in various ways.
What is the meaning of independence? Some define independence as freedom from the
colonization of foreign powers. Some also interpret it as freedom to do anything that comes to
mind. Some say that independence means being grateful or satisfied with whatever we have
despite no change for the better. We should ask ourselves whether that is a good definition for

the meaning of independence. In order to assess the true meaning of independence we need to
know how Islam views independence.

Independence is one of the fundamental principles of Islamic Law. Islam sees freedom as
a fundamental need for every human being. Independence for Muslims is believing that there is
no God but Allah and Prophet Muhammad is His final messenger which means that we are
freeing ourselves from worshiping anything other than Allah the Almighty. Therefore, Islam
calls upon people to follow the path of Sunnah Wal Jamaah (true Islamic teachings) by liberating
ourselves from misguidance, superstition and shirk to Allah the Almighty as mentioned in the
Quran in Chapter 12 (Surah Yusuf), verse (ayat)108:

ﭷﭸﭹﭺﭻ
ﮀ ﮁ ﮂ ﮃ ﮄ ﮅﮆ ﮇ ﮈ ﮉ ﮊ ﮋﮌ ﮍ ﮎ ﮏ ﮐ ﮑ
ﮒﮓ
Which means: Say thou: "This is my way: I call (people) to Allah with full perception, both I and
my followers. Pure is Allah; and I am not among those who associate partners with Allah."
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Some people think that being independent means they are free from all forms of legal and
religious rulings such as legalizing LGBT, with the excuse that it is a human or individual right.
This type of understanding is what makes some members of society lose guidance as they
prioritize human logic over the law (sharia) of Allah the Almighty.
Islam does not reject a person’s right to do something as long as it is done in order to
seek the pleasure of Allah the Almighty and not purely to fulfill one’s desire. Allah says in the
Quran in Chapter 45 (Surah Al-Jathiyah), verse (ayat) 23:

ﭑﭒﭓ ﭔ ﭕﭖﭗﭘﭙﭚﭛﭜ ﭝﭞﭟﭠﭡ
ﭢ ﭣ ﭤ ﭥ ﭦﭧ ﭨ ﭩ ﭪ
Which means: So, have you seen him who has taken his desires as his god, and Allah has let him
go astray, despite having knowledge, and has sealed his ear and his heart, and put a cover on his
eye? Now who will guide him after Allah? Still, do you not learn any lesson?

In the context of an independent state, Islam has established that Islamic law is the
highest rule of law that must be adopted in a nation administered by Muslims. The appointed
leaders are given the trust to raise the status of Islam and to remove from it any form of foreign
ideology or religious influences that are contrary to Islamic law. They should be more diligent in
their efforts to uphold the Islamic law and to destroy the ignorance that opposes it. Allah the
Almighty says in the Quran in Chapter 5 (Surah Al-Maidah), verse (ayat) 50:

ﯾ ﯿ ﰀﰁ ﰂ ﰃ ﰄ ﰅ ﰆ ﰇ ﰈ ﰉ
Which means: Is it a judgment of the time of (pagan) ignorance that they are seeking? Who is
better than Allah for judgment to a people who have certainty (in their belief)?
Do they then seek after a judgment of (the days of) ignorance? But who, for a people whose faith
is assured, can give better judgment than Allah?

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Remember that our struggle is not merely the freeing of our homeland. In conjunction
with the celebration of independence this year, let us all liberate our soul, mind, behavior and
culture from being directly influenced by ignorance or by misleading western thinking. Let us all
be independent by practicing the true teachings of Islam. There is no meaning to our freedom if
we act with poor manners. There is no meaning to our cheers of independence and waving of the
flag if there is no longer any fighting spirit to defend our religion, race and country. How can we

be proud of our country’s security and wealth when all it brings us is ignorance and
transgressions? There is no point in building skyscrapers if Islam is not preserved. Let us be
grateful of Allah’s blessings and ponder on the following verse from the Quran in Chapter 34
(Surah Saba’), verse (ayat) 15:

ﭷﭸﭹﭺﭻ
ﭑ ﭒ ﭓ ﭔ ﭕ ﭖﭗ ﭘ ﭙ ﭚ ﭛﭜ ﭝ ﭞ ﭟ ﭠ
ﭡ ﭢﭣ ﭤ ﭥ ﭦ ﭧ ﭨ
Which means: There was for [the tribe of] Saba' in their dwelling place a sign [of Allah’s
generosity]): two [fields of] gardens on the right and on the left. [They were told], "Eat from the
provisions of your Lord and be grateful to Him. A good land [have you], and a forgiving Lord."

