UPHOLDING THE SOVEREIGNTY OF THE MALAY RULERS

Let us increase our righteousness to Allah the Almighty by doing all that
He prescribes and and leaving all that He prohibits. May we be blessed by Allah
the Almighty in this life and the hereafter.
Dear brothers and sisters,

Among the blessings that Allah the Almighty has bestowed upon
muslims in this country is a peaceful existence under the protection of a fair and
compassionate king. Indeed, the strong ties between the king and his people is
present from one generation to another. In the malay sultanate, the spread of
islam began from the royal institution including the state of Pahang and other
states. Allah the Almighty says in chapter 22(surah al-Hajj) verse 41:

ﭷﭸﭹﭺﭻ
ﮄ ﮅﮆ ﮇ ﮈ ﮉ ﮊ ﮋ ﮌ ﮍ
ﮎ ﮏ ﮐ ﮑﮒ ﮓ ﮔ ﮕ ﮖ

Which means: [And they are] those who, if We give them authority in
the

land, establish prayer and give zakah and enjoin what is right and forbid
what is wrong. And to Allah belongs the outcome of [all] matters.

In accordance with the Federal Constitution and the position of Islam as
the religion of the federation, the Pahang Government's Law stipulates that the
ruling King of the Government is the Head of Religion for the state. His duties
include dealing with matters pertaining to religious affairs, acknowledging the
establishment of the Islamic Religious Council of Pahang for the purpose of
controlling the administration of Islam, as well as ensuring the development of
Islam. This is what is meant as the malay royal institution, which is not only
seen as an individual institution but also by its function and role in the country.

Historically, the royal institutions in Pahang had implemented Islamic
law through the Statutory law of Pahang before it was

abolished by the

colonizers. History has also proven the role of the monarchy in protecting this
country from the colonization of the portugese and dutch. Besides, the king has
always had close ties with the people and received advice from the islamic
scholars. For example, the king of Acheh, Sultan Iskandar Thani who originated
from Pahang, appointed a great islamic scholar, Syeikh Nuruddin Al-Raniri to
be the palace advisor and mufti of the state. He was a highly regarded king for
having religious education, respecting the nobility and the people, and
upholding justice.

Thus, history has proven that the royal institution has played an important
role in upholding Islam and maintaning fairness. Thus, we should respect the
ruling monarchy of this state. The Prophet’s (pbuh) metioned in a hadith:

Which means: The Sultan is the shadow of Allah on earth. Whoever honors
the sultan, then God will glorify him. Whoever insults the sultan,

then God

will humiliate him too.

Dear brothers and sisters,

It is somewhat unfortunate that there are people who have begun to
argue about the importance and continuity of the Malay Rulers institution.
Efforts by these individuals, some NGOs and members of certain political
parties clearly questioned the integrity and function of the royal institution in a
democratic country. Some even predicted when the royal institution in our
country will be abolished, while some also deliberately dispute the interests of
the palace, both at state level and nationwide. As a result, there are a handful of
people who dared to insult the Malay rulers openly in the social media.

Be reminded that the call to respect and uphold the royal institution is not
merely intended to glorify the sultan; but it is to champion islam and
sovereignty of this country. Look at countries that still retain their monarchy.
Their peoples’ love for their king and their country is apparent. Therefore, in
conjunction with His Majesty, the Sultan of Pahang, Sultan Haji Ahmad Shah
al-Mustain Billah Ibni al-Marhum Sultan Abu Bakar Riayatuddin al-Muazzam
Shah birthday on 24th October, 2018, let us be united in defending the
institution of Malay ruler's

and continue to advocate for

the justice and

security of this beloved country. It is true that the king and his people cannot be
separated.
The Prophet (pbuh ) said in a hadith narrated by Abu Daud:

Which means: “Among the deeds that glorify Allah, is to glorify a gray-haired
Muslim, readers of the Qur'an who are not excessive in it and do

not

abandon it, as well as a just sultan.”
In the Book of Ihya ', Imām al-Ghazali stated: "The king and religion are
like twin brothers. Religion is the basis, while the sultan is its guardian. Non
essential items will be destroyed. The things that have no guardians will be lost.
Power and control is incomplete without the sultan ".

Allah the Almighty says in chapter 3 ( surah Ali Imran) verse 26:

ﭷﭸﭹﭺﭻ
ﮇﮈ ﮉ ﮊﮋﮌ ﮍﮎﮏﮐﮑﮒﮓﮔ
ﮕ ﮖ ﮗ ﮘﮙ ﮚ ﮛﮜ ﮝ ﮞ ﮟ ﮠ ﮡ ﮢ

Which means : Say, "O Allah, Owner of Sovereignty, You give sovereignty

whom You will and You take sovereignty away from whom You will.

You

honor whom You will and You humble whom You will. In Your hand is[all]
good. Indeed, You are over all things competent.
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