CHASING DREAMS AND HOPES

Let us increase our righteousness to Allah the Almighty by doing all
that He prescribes and and leaving all that He prohibits. May we be blessed by
Allah the Almighty in this life and the hereafter.
Allah the Almighty says in chapter 24 (surah al-Nur) verse 44,

ﭷﭸﭹﭺﭻ
ﭑ ﭒ ﭓ ﭔﭕ ﭖ ﭗ ﭘ ﭙ ﭚ ﭛ ﭜ
Which means: Allah alternates the night and the day. Indeed in that is a lesson for
those who have vision.
Dear brothers and sisters,
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Let us be grateful to Allah the Almighty for being given the opportunity by
Him to welcome 2019 having good health, abundant sustenance, safe environment
and loving families. The advent of a new year brings new changes and hopes. Time
is of essence in Islam because it signifies that we are getting older and closer to
Allah the Almighty. Age is one of the things that will be asked by the Almighty.
Allah says in chapter 35 (surah Fathir) verse 37:

Which means: But did We not grant you life enough for whoever would remember
therein to remember, and the warner had come to you?

Abu Darda’ reminded us by saying: “ Son of Adam! You are nothing but a number
of days, whenever each day passes then part of you has gone.”

Thus, remember that the coming of the new year invites us to reflect on the
practices we had done in the past. The times filled with worship and doing good
deeds are great blessings from Allah the Almighty and we should be truly grateful
for this. We must replace our bad deeds with repentance and istighfar (seek
forgiveness from the almighty).

Dear brothers and sisters,

The advent of the new year should direct and motivate us to do better things.
Every one needs to change to a better life. We should enhance our charitable
deeds, increase our knowledge of religion. etc. We must try to keep away from
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doing evil and wasteful deeds. We must also not neglect to upgrade our economic
status and skills so that we will be respected. Take note of this word of wisdom: “
Do good deeds for the hereafter as if you would die tomorrow and do good deeds
in your world as if you would live forever '.

Do expect any change in our lives if the change does not come from ourselves.
Allah the Almighty says in chapter 13 (surah al-Ra’d) verse 11:

ﮫ ﮬ ﮭ ﮮ ﮯ ﮰ ﮱ ﮲ ﮳ ﮴ ﮵﮶
Which means: Indeed, Allah will not change the condition of a people until they
change what is in themselves.
Dear brothers and sisters,

Now we can see that Muslims all around the world are facing various
religious, political, economical challenges and so on. We must be steadfast in
putting ourselves ahead to protect Allah the Almighty’s religion. We must belief
that the glorious days of islam will occur when we return to the true teachings of
islam. Thus, wake up and rise to uphold islam and do not let this sacred religion to
be looked down upon by enemies of islam.
Our Prophet (pbuh) has reminded us that the weakness of islam is not due to
the strength of its enemies but the weakness of its own followers. When the
companions asked why muslims became weak, the Prophet (pbuh) said in a hadith
narrated by Abu Daud:
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Which means: (it is because) they love this world and are scared of death.
Dear brothers and sisters,

Muslims have been split and this situation is clearly detrimental to us
Malays and Islam. In the past, we had the power to transform and develop our own
country, religion and nation. But now we have to appeal and beg from non-Islamic
leaders to implement matters related to the development of the Malays and
Muslims. This is a clear proof when we are losing power because of disunity.

Let us pray that our leaders and scholars will work together to create unity
and strength for Muslims in this country. Remember, all of us are accountable to
Allah the Almighty if we allow Islam and its people to become weak and
powerless. Hopefully, this new year 2019 will restore the glory of Muslims in our
country and throughout the world.
Allah the Almighty says in chapter 8 (surah Al-Anfal) verse 46:

ﭷﭸﭹﭺﭻ
ﭑ ﭒ ﭓ ﭔ ﭕ ﭖ ﭗ ﭘﭙ ﭚﭛ ﭜ ﭝ ﭞ ﭟ ﭠ
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Which means: And obey Allah and His Messenger, and do not dispute and

[thus]

lose courage and [then] your strength would depart; and be patient. Indeed,
Allah is with the patient.
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