SPECIAL SERMON (KHUTBAH) IN CONJUCTION WITH THE BIRTHDAY OF
THE SULTAN OF PAHANG



Let us all increase our devotion towards Allah the Almighty by performing all that He
has decreed and abstaining from all that He has prohibited. Hopefully, we will be blessed in
this world and in the Hereafter.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Beginning this year, July 30 is proclaimed as a public holiday in conjunction with the
Sultan of Pahang's Birthday, Al-Sultan Abdullah Ri'ayatuddin Al-Mustafa Billah Shah Ibni
Almarhum Sultan Haji Ahmad Shah Al-Musta'in Billah. As Muslims under the jurisdiction of
the Yang di-Pertuan Agong, who is also the Pahang Sultan, let us together be grateful
towards Allah the Almighty for granting us the blessings ofIslamic monotheistic faith and a
peaceful and prosperous state.

Indeed, the appointment of a man to be a leader ispredeterminedby Allah the
Almighty as mentioned inthe Quran in Chapter 3 (Surah Ali Imran), verse (ayat)26:

ﭷﭸﭹﭺﭻ
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ﮇﮈ ﮉ ﮊﮋﮌ ﮍﮎﮏﮐﮑﮒﮓ
ﮔ ﮕ ﮖ ﮗ ﮘﮙ ﮚ ﮛﮜ ﮝ ﮞ ﮟ ﮠ ﮡ ﮢ

Which means: Say, ‘God, holder of all control, You give control to whoever You will
and remove it from whoever You will; You elevate whoever You will and humble
whoever You will. All that is good lies in Your hand: You have power over everything.
In the history of Islamic Civilization, the monarchy has played an important role as a
defender of religion. Who does not know Khalifah Umar bin Abdul Aziz of the Umayyad
government? Similarly, in the history of Egypt and Palestine, Muslims greatly appreciate
Sultan Salahuddin al-Ayubi for his service to bring the Muslims victory over the Crusaders.
The same can be seen in some of the Malay Sultanates, including Pahang’s, whohave played
an important role in upholding religion in this beloved state.

For example, during thereign of the late Sultan Abdul Ghafur Mahyudin Shah
between 1592 and 1614, the Pahang state was governed under Islamic law. The original
manuscript of the Pahang Code of Law,which is still on display in the Pekan State Museum,
should be read by all the citizens of this state. Not only did he succeed in implementing
syariah-based law, he also invited scholars from Kedah, Perak, Patani and Brunei to discuss
efforts to strengthen the Islamic religion in their respective places and ways to create a
peaceful state.
In conformity with the Federal Constitution and the position of Islam as the religion
of the Federation, the Pahang State constitution stipulates that the Sultan is the Head of
Religion for the state. His role is to organize religious affairs through the establishment of the
Pahang Religious Council and Malay Customs Council for the purpose of simplifying the
administration of Islamic religion, as well as to ease the process of Islamic propagation in the
state. This is what is meant by the Malay rulership. The Sultan is not only seen as the
individual ruler, but also includes his function and role in the country.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

So as the blessed people of this state, it is our responsibility to show love and
affection to the Sultan by paying homage and loyalty to him. Let us ponder on Allah the
Almighty’s reminder as stated in the Quran in Chapter 4 (Surah Al-Nisa'), verse (ayat)59:

ﯵﯶﯷﯸﯹﯺﯻﯼ ﯽﯾ
Which means: You who believe, obey God and the Messenger, and those in authority
among you. If you are in dispute over any matter, refer it to God and the Messenger,
if you truly believe in God and the Last Day: that is better and fairer in the end.
Prophet Muhammad (may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him [pbuh]) also
reminded us in a Hadith which was narrated by Imam al-Bukhari:

Which means: The Prophet (pbuh) said, "A Muslim has to listen to and obey (the order of his
ruler) whether he likes it or not, as long as his orders are not in disobedience (to Allah), but
if an act of disobedience (to Allah) is imposed one should not listen to it or obey it. (See
Hadith No. 203, Vol. 4)

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Additionally, assubjects to the Ruler, Muslims must also play a role to bring
prosperity to the state. Let us pray for His Majesty the Great Yang Dipertuan Agung, to
receive guidance from Allah the Almighty, as well as good advice from pious people, to lead
the state of Pahang in particular, as well as the whole country, towards the pleasure of Allah
the Almighty.
As narrated by Imam al-Bukhari, the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) said: “None of the
caliphs was appointed unless he had two close friends (bitonah). The first friend encourages
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him to do good, while the second one influences him to do bad things. And the preserved one
is that whom God preserved."

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

In conjunction with this special birthday, let us be grateful and pray that Allah the
Almighty will bless our Sultan andgrant him strength to remain steadfast in ruling this
country according to Islamic law. May Allah make the Sultan among those who are
mentioned in the Quran in Chapter 22 (Surah Al-Hajj), verse (ayat) 41:

ﭷﭸﭹﭺﭻ
ﮄﮅ ﮆﮇﮈﮉﮊ ﮋﮌﮍﮎ
ﮏ ﮐ ﮑﮒ ﮓ ﮔ ﮕ ﮖ
Which means: Those who, when We establish them (give them authority) in the land,
keep up the prayer, pay the prescribed alms, command what is right, and forbid what
is wrong: God controls the outcome of all events.
Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar (Allah is Great, Allah is Great, Allah is
Great).
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