Respecting the Mosque
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Let us all increase our devotion towards Allah the Almighty by performing all that He
has decreed and abstaining from all that He has prohibited. Hopefully, we will be blessed in this
world and in the Hereafter.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
A mosque has a significant position for Muslims. The first agenda that Prophet
Muhammad (May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him [pbuh]) carried out to strengthen the
Muslims when he migrated to Medina was to build the Mosque of Quba 'and the Mosque of
Medina. This shows that a mosque is a symbol of strength, harmony and unity of Muslims. The
significance of mosques is described by Allah the Almighty in the Quran in Chapter 9 (Surah AlTaubah), verse (ayat) 18:
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ﮙﮚﮛﮜﮝﮞﮟﮠﮡ ﮢﮣﮤ
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Which means: The mosques of Allah shall be visited and maintained by such as believe in
Allah and the Last Day, establish regular prayers, and practise regular charity, and fear
none (at all) except Allah. It is they who are expected to be on true guidance.

Allah the Almighty has reminded us that one of the characteristics of the people of faith
is to make full use of the mosque. The Prophet (pbuh) said in a Hadith which was narrated by
Imam al-Bukhari:
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Which means: “When you see a man frequenting the Masjid, then bear witness that he is
truly a faithful believer.”

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Frequently visiting and maintaining the mosque will foster brotherhood and compassion
among Muslims. We are required to care for each other. While praying congregationally in the
mosque we are asked to straighten the prayer line and to close all gaps in the line. This practice is
strongly encouraged to foster love for one another as mentioned in the Prophet’s Hadith which
was narrated by Imam Muslim:
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Which means: The Prophet (pbuh) used to touch our shoulders before the prayers and
said: “Keep the line straight, so that there would be no dissension in your hearts.”

We are also prohibited from eating food with strong odor before entering the mosque as it
interferes with the comfort of the mosque congregation. Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) said in a
Hadith which was narrated by Imam Muslim:
Which means: “He who eats them (garlic and onions) should not come near our
mosque.”

Practicing good manners is important in order to keep the mosque clean, fresh and safe. It
is also important to establish mutual respect and overlook any differences. Since a mosque is a
symbol of unity and strength for Muslims, we must not bring any element that can incite strife
because it will weaken Muslims.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The mosque is the center for seeking beneficial knowledge for all Muslims. We need to
realize that Muslims will only be confident to face current challenges when they have
knowledge, skills and mastery in various areas of life. Therefore, when a gathering of knowledge
is being held, we should pay attention by sitting near the teacher instead of talking to each other.
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) said in a Hadtih which was narrated by Imam Muslim:
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Which means: No people get together in a house of the houses of Allah (i.e. a mosque),
reciting the Book of Allah, and learning it together among themselves, but calmness
(sakinah) comes down to them, (Divine) mercy covers them (from above), and the angels
surround them, and Allah makes mention of them among those who are with Him.
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Let us ponder on our responsibilities to take care of the mosques (the houses of Allah the
Almighty). It is very sad when there is a mosque that is not well kept and that when the call to
prayers (azan) is heard, only a few people respond to it. At the same time, coffee shops,
supermarkets, and the night markets are full of people. Have we lost our sensitivity towards our
responsibility to keep the mosque thriving? We should be the ones who invite our children,
wives, and neighbors instead of wishing others to initiate the call. It is also the role of the
mosque committees to visit the homes of their congregation to know and assist each other and to
invite them to the mosque.

Ignoring congregational prayers is a big mistake for Muslims today. How can we claim to
be the people who glorify the mosque if we only visit the mosque once a week. Let us respond
to Allah’s call as He mentioned in the Quran in Chapter 7 (Surah Al-A’raf), verse (ayat) 31:

ﭷﭸﭹﭺﭻ
ﭒ ﭓ ﭔ ﭕ ﭖ ﭗ ﭘ ﭙ ﭚ ﭛ ﭜﭝ ﭞ ﭟ ﭠ ﭡ ﭢ
Which means: O Children of Adam! wear your beautiful apparel at every time and place
of prayer: eat and drink: But waste not by excess, for Allah loveth not the wasters.
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استَ ْغ ىفُرْوهُ إىنَّهُ ُه َو الْغَ ُف ْوُر َّ
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