THE REWARDS OF THE NIGHT OF DECREE

هلل نَ ْحم ُدهُ ونَستَ ِع ْي نُوُ ونَستَ ْغ ِفرهُ .ونَعوذُ بِ ِ
اَلْحم ُد ِ
اهلل ِم ْن ُش ُرْوِر أَنْ ُف ِسنَا َوِم ْن
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ضلِل فَالَ َى ِ
ات أَ ْعمالِنَا .من ي ْه ِد ِه اهلل فَالَ م ِ
سيِّئَ ِ
ي لَوُ.
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ك لَوَُ ،وأَ ْش َه ُد أ َّ
وح َدهُ الَ َش ِريْ َ
َن َسيِّ َدنَا ُم َح َّم ًدا َع ْب ُدهُ
أَ ْش َه ُد أَ ْن الَّ إِلوَ إِالَّ اهللُ ْ
ِِ
ٍ
ِ
َص َحابِ ِو
ص ِّل َو َسلِّ ْم َوبَا ِر ْك َعلَى َسيِّدنَا ُم َح َّمد َو َعلَى آلو َوأ ْ
َوَر ُس ْولُوُ .اَللَّ ُه َّم َ
َج َم ِع ْي َن.
أْ
أ ََّما بَ ْع ُد،
ِ
ص ْي ُكم واِيَّاي بِتَ ْقوى ِ
ِ
اهلل ،فَ َق ْد فَ َاز ال ُْمتَّ ُق ْو َن.
فَ يَا عبَ َ
اد اهلل ،إِتَّ ُقوا اهللَ أ ُْو ْ َ َ َ
Let us all increase our devotion towards Allah the
Almighty by performing all that He has decreed and abstaining from
all that He has prohibited. Hopefully, we will be blessed in this world
and in the Hereafter.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
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We thank Allah the Almighty for giving us the opportunity to
attain multiple rewards in the last ten nights of Ramadhan, hopefully
we will be blessed on the Night of Decree (Lailat al-Qadr).

Allah the Almighty mentioned in the Quran in Chapter 97 (Surah AlQadr) verses (ayat) 1 to 5:

ﭷﭸﭹﭺﭻ
ﭑ ﭒﭓﭔ
ﭑﭒﭓﭔﭕﭖﭗﭘﭙﭚﭛ ﭜ ﭝﭞ ﭟﭠ
ﭡﭢ ﭣﭤﭥﭦ ﭧﭨ ﭩﭪﭫ ﭬ ﭭﭮﭯ
ﭰﭱﭲ ﭳ
Which means: Indeed, we sent the Qur'an down during the
Night of Decree. And what can make you know what is the Night
of Decree? The Night of Decree is better than a thousand
months. The angels and the Spirit descend therein by permission
of their Lord for every matter. Peace it is until the emergence of
dawn.
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
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Prophet Muhammad (may peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him [pbuh]) encouraged his followers to seek Lailat al-Qadr, as it is a
special gift for them. In the last ten nights of Ramadhan, Muslims
around the world are flocking to the mosques to worship and Iʿtikāf
(the Islamic practice of retreating to the mosque). It is hoped that the
mosques will be kept unlocked so that everyone has the maximum
opportunity to worship at any time -night or day- during these last ten
days. The Prophet (pbuh) said in a Hadith which was narrated by
Imam al-Bukhari:

ِ  ِمن الع ْش ِر األَو،تَح َّروا لَي لَةَ ال َق ْد ِر فِي ال ِوتْ ِر
ضا َن
َ اخ ِر ِم ْن َرَم
ْ ْ َ
َ َ
َ
Which means: "Search for the Night of Qadr in the odd nights of
the last ten days of Ramadhan."
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) performed Iʿtikāf at the mosque on
the last 10 nights of Ramadhan. It is among the Sunnah (traditions) of
the Prophet (pbuh) in the month of Ramadhan. Ibn Umar said in a
Hadith which was narrated by Imam Muslim:

ِ ف الْع ْشر األَو
ِ
ِ
ِ ُ َكا َن رس
اخ َر ِم ْن
َ ول اللَّو
َُ
َ َ َ ُ صلَّى اللَّوُ َعلَْيو َو َسلَّ َم يَ ْعتَك
ضا َن
َ َرَم
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Which means: The Messenger of Allah (pbuh) used to perform
Iʿtikāf during the last ten days of Ramadhan until he died.
Iʿtikāf means to sit in a mosque with the intention of
worshiping Allah the Almighty. Iʿtikāf has no special designated time.
In fact, it is encouraged to do it as much as we can during any month
of the year. However, it is highly recommended during the last 10
nights of Ramadhan because the rewards promised by the Almighty
are much greater than at other times.
According to Imam As-Syafi’, whoever wishes to follow the
practice of the Prophet (pbuh), he must enter a mosque with the
intention to perform Iʿtikāf on the 21st night of Ramadhan and leave
the mosque on the eve of Eid al-Fitr (the festival celebrated at the end
of the fasting month). It is even more significant if he continues to
perform Iʿtikāf throughout the night of Eid until after the special Eid
prayer is performed the next day. The revival of this Prophet’s
tradition (Sunnah) requires a well planned and coordinated effort by
the committee in charge of the mosque activities.

The Prophet (pbuh) said in a Hadith which was narrated
by Abu Daud:
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Which means: I (Aishah, the wife of the Prophet) asked: "O
Messenger of Allah! If I realize Lailat-al-Qadr, what should I
supplicate in it?" The Prophet replied, "You should supplicate:

ف َعنَّا
ُّ ك َع ْف ٌّو َك ِرْْيٌ ُُِت
ْ َب الْ َع ْف َو ف
َ َّاللَّ ُه َّم إِن
ُ اع
(O Allah, You are Most Forgiving, and You love forgiveness;
so forgive me).

ِ ِ ِوأَمارتُها أَ ْن تَطْلُع الشَّمس ِِف صب
اع ََلَا
َ يحة يَ ْوم َها بَْي
َ ضاءَ ََل ُش َع
َ َََ
َ َ ُ ْ َ
Lailat al-Qadr has its sign as mentioned in one of the Prophet’s
Hadith which means: ...and its indication is that the sun rises
bright on that day without rays.

In the book of Hadith by Imam Ahmad, Aishah (may Allah be
pleased with her) said:
“The Prophet (pbuh) used to strive hard (in worship) in the last
ten nights of Ramadan as he never did at any other time.”

Imam al-Syafie once said: Whoever establishes the night
obligatory prayer (Isya) and the dawn obligatory prayer (Subuh) at
Lailat al-Qadr, then he will get his rewards. Allah the Almighty said
in the Quran in Chapter 44 (Surah Ad-Dukhan), verses (ayat) 3 and 4:
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ﭷﭸﭹﭺﭻ
ﭖ ﭗ ﭘ ﭙ ﭚﭛ ﭜ ﭝ ﭞ ﭟ ﭠ ﭡ ﭢ ﭣ
ﭤﭥ
Which means: We sent it down during a Blessed Night: for We
(ever) wish to warn (against Evil). In the (Night) is made
distinct every affair of wisdom.

ِ
ِ
ِ
ان الع ِظ ْي ِم ،ونَ َفعنِى وإِيَّا ُكم بِما فِ ْي ِو ِمن اآلي ِ
ات
بَ َار َك اهللُ ل ْى َولَ ُك ْم ف ْى ال ُق ْرَء َ
َ َ
َ َ َ ْ َ
الذ ْك ِر الح ِك ْي ِم ،وتَ َقبَّل ِمنِّى وِم ْن ُكم تِالَوتَوُ إِنَّوُ ُىو َّ ِ
َو ِّ
ول قَ ْولِى
العلِ ْي ُم ،أَقُ ُ
السم ْي ُع َ
َ
َ َ ْ َ ْ َ
َ
َستَ ْغ ِفر اهلل الع ِظ ْيم لِى ولَ ُكم ،ولِسائِ ِر المسلِ ِم ْين والمسلِم ِ
ات،
ُْ ََ ُْ َ
َى َذا َوأ ْ ُ َ َ َ ْ َ ْ َ َ
والم ْؤِمنِين و ِ
ات ،فَ ِ
الم ْستَ ْغ ِف ِريْ َن َويَا نَ َجا َة التَّائِبِْي َن.
الم ْؤمنَ ِ ْ
استَ ْغف ُروهُ فَ يَا فَ ْوَز ُ
َ ُ ْ َ ُ
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