MAINTAINING TIES OF KINSHIP
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Let us all increase our devotion towards Allah the Almighty by

performing all that He has decreed and abstaining from all that He has
prohibited. Hopefully, we will be blessed in this world and in the Hereafter.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

All Muslims are brothers regardless of skin color, race and descent as

Allah the Almighty says in the Quran in Chapter 49 (Surah Al-Hujurat) verse
(ayat) 10:
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Which means: “The believers are brothers, so make peace between your
two brothers and be mindful of God, so that you may be given mercy.”

Islam forbids its followers from severing kinship. Therefore, we must
love our fellow Muslims. Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him [PBUH])
said in a Hadith which was narrated by Imam al-Bukhari:
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Which means: “The one who severs the ties of kinship will not enter

)

Paradise.’
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

In welcoming and celebrating Eid-al-fitri (the celebration at the end of
the fasting month), let us strengthen the bonds of brotherhood with neighbors
and friends as well as the kinship (sillatulrahim) among family members by
visiting each other and asking for forgiveness. Make it a habit to bring children
and family members along when visiting. Do not let children get engrossed in
playing gadgets and games or watching television shows to the point that they
do not have the opportunity to visit neighbors and relatives.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,



Severing kinship indicates we have ignored the command of Allah the
Almighty and His Messenger. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said in a Hadith
which was narrated from Abi Hurairah by Imam Muslim which means:

“By the One in Whose Hand is my soul! Faith does not enter a man's
heart until he loves you for the sake of Allah, and for the sake of His

Messenger. ”
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Let us be reminded by the words of Allah the Almighty in the Quran in Chapter
13 (Surah Ar-Ra’d) verse (ayat) 25:

Which means: “But there will be rejection for those who break their confirmed

agreements made in God’s name, who break apart what God has commanded to

be joined and who spread corruption on earth: theirs is the dreadful home ”
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