RESPONSIBILITIES OF FARMERS
15 ZULHIJJAH 1443H/15 JULY 2022M

< &g,°‘

56 A () okt o815 a&mosls 40 1385l 3Le 3

Let us increase our righteousness to Allah the Almighty by doing all
that He prescribes and leaving all that He prohibits. May we receive

forgiveness by Him in this life and the hereafter.

Dear brothers and sisters,

One of the noble fields of occupation is the field of animal
husbandry/livestock breeding. It is the earliest human occupation since the

time of the Prophet Adam Alaihi Salam.



Livestock breeding is also a noble field of work engaged in by all the
Prophets and Messengers. Imam Al-Bukhari narrated a hadith from Abu
Hurairah that the Prophet (pbuh) said:
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Which means: “A/lah did not send any prophet but shepherded sheep.
His companions asked him, “Did you do the same?” The Prophet
replied, Yes, I used to shepherd the sheep of the people of Mecca for

some Qirats.

Dear brothers and sisters,

Livestock breeding is a respected occupation; whether it involves
keeping large animals such as cows, buffaloes and goats or small animals

such as chickens, ducks, rabbits and so on.

Among the advantages of raising animals is that it makes it easier for
the public to obtain food supplies consisting of meat, milk, eggs and others
sourced from livestock; to provide income opportunities and to guarantee the

country's food needs.

However, farmers need to be reminded that this field of breeding
requires them to be responsible in taking care of and controlling the animals

well so that the anaimals do not bother others.



Let it not be that the animals wander to other peoples’ homes, eat
peoples’ crops, destroy various equipment and throw feaces everywhere

because we do not provide proper cages or coop.

It is even more upsetting when the pile of faeces happens to be in the

front yard of a neighbor's house, the yard of a mosque, on the road and so on.

Livestock farmers should be blamed for letting their livestock roam
without proper control especially on roads causing fatal accidents. Every
livestock farmer needs to take care for the safety of others. Their negligence
can cause harm to the public. The offense for letting an animal roam

unsupervised can be prosecuted under the law.

The Prophet (pbuh) said in a hadith narrated by Ibn Majah which is a

great guideline in the science of islamic jurisprudence (fekah):
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“Which means: “must not harm oneself and must not harm others.”

Don't we feel guilty when road accidents caused by our stray animals
happens, leading to deaths, children losing their parents and become

orphans? It all stems from the negligence of the farmers.



Allah the Almighty says in chapter 6 (surah Al-An’am) verse142:
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Which means: “Of the cattle there are some fo rcarrying burdens and

some for food. Eat what Allah has provided for you, and do not follow

in Satan’s footsteps; for he is a decleared enemy of yours.”
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