ENLIVENING THE LAST TEN DAYS OF RAMADANWITH IKTIKAF
20 Ramadan 1443H / April 22, 2022
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Let us all increase our devotion towards Allah the Almighty by performing
all that He has decreed and abstaining from all that He has prohibited. Hopefully,

we will be blessed in this world and in the Hereafter.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Let us enliven the last ten days of Ramadhan. The Prophet (peace be upon
him [PBUH]) strongly encouraged us to increase our worship, especially through
1ktikaf (staying in a mosque to devote oneself to worship) day and night during the
last ten days of Ramadhan. Allah the Almighty mentions in the Quran in Chapter 2
(Surah Al-Bagarah) verse (ayat) 187:
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Which means: “.. Then fast until nightfall. Do not lie with them [your
wives [during the nights of your devotional retreat in the mosques: these are
the bounds set by Allah, so do not go near them. In this way Allah makes

His messages clear to people, that they may guard themselves against doing

wrong.”

One of the practices that was never abandoned by the Prophet (PBUH) in the
month of Ramadhan is to practice iktikaf in the last ten days of the month as

narrated in a Hadith by Imam al-Bukhari and Muslim:
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Which means: “When the last ten nights began Allah's Messenger kept

awake at night (for prayer and devotion), wakened his family, and prepared

himselfto observe prayer (with more vigor).”

Dear Brothers and Sisters,



The Prophet (PBUH) performed iktikaf in the last ten days of Ramadhan
until his death, then the sunnah (practice) was continued by his wives as stated in a

Hadith narrated by Imam al-Bukhari and Muslim:
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Which means: “The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) used to observe iktikat in
the last ten days of Ramadhan till Allah called him back (fo his heavenly

home). Then his wives observed iktikaf after him.”

Whoever wants to follow the sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH) to perform
1ktikat on the last ten nights of Ramadhan, then he should enter the mosque before
maghrib on the night of the 21st of Ramadhan and continue (without leaving the
mosque) until after maghrib on the night of Eid (the celebration at the end of
fasting month).

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

There is great significance in the practice of iktikaf, especially in the last ten
days of Ramadhan. One of the reasons is to isolate oneself from the chaotic affairs
of this world to dedicate this special time to seek the pleasure of Allah the
Almighty.

Iktikaf can also purify our souls and strengthen our spirits. /ktikafis the best
way to achieve the benefits of Lailatul Qadar (the Night of Glory). Therefore, the
mosque committees must schedule programs for 7ktikaf during the last ten days of

Ramadhan. Hopefully this year we will meet the Night of Glory because this



special night is better than a thousand months as mentioned by Allah the Almighty
in the Quran in Chapter 97 (Surah Al-Qadr), verses (ayat) 1-3:
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Which means: “We sent it down on the Night of Glory. What will explain
to you what that Night of Glory 1s? The Night of Glory is better than a

thousand months,”
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	أنَّ النبيَّ صَلَّى اللَّهُ عليه وسلَّمَ كانَ يَعْ

