Strengthening kinship and Building Brotherhood
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Let us increase our righteousness to Allah the Almighty by doing all that He

prescribes and leaving all that He prohibits. May we be blessed by Him in this life

and the hereafter.

Dear brothers and sisters,

We are grateful to Allah the Almighty who has given us the opportunity to

perform various acts of worship in the month of Ramadan; may our deeds be

accepted by Allah the Almighty. We are also thankful for the opportunity to

celebrate Eid al-Fitr with joy. Among the great blessings of Eid al-Fitr is that we
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can strengthen our relationship with our relatives and friends. Allah the Almighty

says in chapter 4 (surah an-Nisa) verse 1:
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Which means: O humanity! Be mindful of your Lord Who created you
from a single soul, and from it He created its mate, and through both He
spread countless men and women. And be mindful of Allah—in Whose
Name you appeal to one another—and honour family ties. Surely Allah is

ever Watchful over you.

Indeed, the effort to strengthen the bond of kinship with relatives is highly
demanded in Islam. The practice of giving salam, visiting and greeting each other,
preparing meals, giving gifts and shaking hands will strengthen kinship and
Islamic brotherhood and all these practices will be greatly rewarded by Allah the
Almighty. The Prophet (pbuh) said in a hadith narrated by Imam al-Bukhari:
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Which means: “Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day, should serve
his guest generously; and whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day,
should unite the bond of kinship (i.e. keep good relation with his kith and
kin).”

Allah will also bestow the blessings of longevity, sustenance and good death
for those who always maintain good kinship as mentioned by the Prophet (pbuh)
in a hadith narrated by Imam Ahmad which means. “Whoever loves that he be
granted more wealth and that his lease of life be prolonged then he should keep
good relations with his Kith and kin."

Dear brothers and sisters,

Indeed, it is obligatory to strengthen the relationship among one's friends
and relatives. On the other hand, breaking ties with them is prohibited (Aaram) and
is included in the group of people who commit immorality and major sins. Thus,
those who severe ties with family and friends will not enter paradise. The Prophet

(pbuh) said in a hadith narrated by Imam Muslim which means:
“The one who severs the ties of kinship will not enter Paradise.”

The severed kinship is usually due to disputes caused by property, debts,
incitement, slander, arrogance and selfishness that lead to mazmumah (despicable
attributes) as mentioned by the Prophet (pbuh) in a hadith narrated by Imam al-
Bukhari:



Which means: “Do not envy one another; do not hate one another; do not

turn away from one another; and do not undercut one another,... but be you,
O servants of Allah, brothers.”

It is our duty to maintain the best possible relationship. Do not let small and
trivial matters cause relationships to become strained

Let us work together to maintain and strengthen our relationships. If there

are disputes; try to find an amicable solution and reconciliation because all muslim
believers are brothers.

Allah the Almighty says in chapter 49 (surah al-Hujurat) verse 10
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Which means.: “The believers are but one brotherhood, so make peace

between your brothers. And be mindful of Allah so you may be shown
mercy.”
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