ADVANTAGES OF THE MONTH OF SYAABAN AND NISFU SYAABAN
03 MARCH 2023/10 SYAABAN 1444H
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Let us increase our righteousness to Allah the Almighty by doing all that He
prescribes and leaving all that He prohibits. May we be blessed by Him in this life

and the hereafter.

Dear brothers and sisters



Syaaban is the eighth month in the Islamic calendar. It is called the month of
Syaaban because it has many advantages. Some muslim scholars also say that
increasing good deeds in the month of Syaaban is in preparation to face the
presence of Ramadan. Imam Dzu al-Nun al-Mishri said, “ Rejab is the month of
planting, Syabaan is the month of irrigating, and Ramadan is the month of
harvesting. Everyone will reap what he sowed, and will be requited for what he did,
so the one who neglects his crops will feel regret on the day of harvest, and he will

not get what he was expecting”.

Allah the Almighty says in chapter 22 (surah al-Hajj) verse 77:
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Which means: O believers! Bow down, prostrate yourselves, worship your Lord,

and do what is good so that you may be successtiil.

Verse 77 of surah al-Hajj is a general argument that we are commanded to
establish prayer and perform various acts of obedience to Allah the Almighty at all

times, including the month and night of nisfu Syaaban.

According to the opinion of some muslim scholars, among the practices that
are encouraged in the month of Syaaban is to increase voluntary fasting. The

Prophet (pbuh) himself performed many voluntary fasting during the month of
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Syaaban compared to other months. The Prophet (pbuh) was once asked why he

fasted more in the month of Syaaban compared to other months. He answered in a

hadith narrated by Imam al-Nasa'ie:

Ton 807G,

Cej_: o }ij C)L:zzjj g_,\.;-j C;\S LS'*" e U»U\ J.Qx.: _S\J
Bl By o les b O Eob gdw o ) 4 JuEyi

o

Which means: “That is a month that people neglect, between Rejab and
Ramadan. It is a month in which actions are raised to the Lord of the Worlds,

and I love for my actions to be raised whilst I am fasting.”

Make haste to make up for fasting that was not observed in the previous
month of Ramadan if there is any. Saidatuna A'ishah Radiyallahuanha said in a

hadith narrated by Imam al-Bukhari and Muslim:
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Which means. “/ had to make up some fasts I missed during the month of

Ramadan, but I was unable to do so until the month of Sha’ban.”

Dear brothers and sisters

The night of Nisfu Syaaban is a night that we are encouraged to liven it up
by increasing worship such as reading the Qur'an, repenting and seeking
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forgiveness and doing Qiamullail with voluntary prayers. Allah the Almighty has
given special advantage on the night of Nisfu Syaaban by promising forgiveness
to all His servants except those who are polytheists and those who are hostile. The

Prophet (pbuh) said in a hadith narrated by Imam Ibnu Majah:
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Which means: “Allah gazes at His creation on the fifieenth night of
Syaaban and then forgives all His slaves except for two types of people:
those who attribute partners to Allah and those who have rancour for their

fellow Muslims.”

Dear brothers and sisters

It has become the practice of Muslim communities in Malaysia and other
Muslim countries to read surah Yaasin three times, supplicate, perform zikir, and
so on during the night of Nisfu Syaaban. These practices are included in the
practices that enlivens the night of Nisfu Syaaban which is not contrary to the
Islamic Shari'a. It was even mentioned by Imam Abdul Ghani bin Ismail an-

Nablusi in his book Fadha'il al-Ayyam wa al-Syuhur that one of the practices of
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the righteous on this night after the obligatory Maghrib prayer and Ba'diah
voluntary prayer is to read the Yaasin 3 times. If they do not have time to do it

after the Maghrib prayer, they will do it after the Isyak prayer.

Indeed, reading the Qur'an at night is a righteous practice and it is strongly
encourage to read the Qur'an at night even for a short time and reading surah

Yaasin is also included in recitation of the Qur'an. It was narrated from Ibrahim

An-Nakhaie that he said:
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Which means.: “Read the al-Quran at night even If it takes as long as

milking goats.”

The night of Nisfu Syaaban is also an effective time to supplicate. Imam al-

Shafi'i stated in the book al-Umm:

“Indeed, prayers are answered on five nights: Friday night, the night of Eid
al-Adha, the night of E1d al-Fitr, the first night of the month of Rejab and the night
of Nisfu Shaaban.”

Dear brothers and sisters

When we are aware how great the advantages and privileges are in this
month of Syaaban; then we should seize this golden opportunity to the best of our
ability. Let us invite family members, relatives and neighbors to perform

congregational prayers in mosques, attend knowledge gatherings, increase



voluntary fasting, read the Qur'an, extend help to the needy and many others. This
is all done solely to obtain the pleasure of Allah the Almighty.

Reflect on what Allah the Almighty says in chapter (surah Ali-‘Imran) verse 133:
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Which means: “And hasten towards forgiveness fiom your Lord and a

Paradise as vast as the heavens and the earth, prepared for those mindful of
Allah.”
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