WELCOMING RAMADAN
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Let us all increase our devotion towards Allah the Almighty by performing all
that He has decreed and abstaining from all that He has prohibited. Hopefully, we

will be blessed in this world and in the Hereafter.
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Allah the Almighty mentions in the Quran in Chapter 2 (Surah Al-Bagarah)
verse (ayat) 183:
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Which means: “/f was in the month of Ramadan that the Quran was
revealed as guidance for mankind, clear messages giving guidance and

distinguishing between right and wrong. So any one of you who is present

that month should fast,

Alhamdulillah (all praise is due to Allah), we are grateful to Allah the
Almighty for giving us the opportunity to experience the blessed month of
Ramadan once again. In this month, all the acts of worship that we do are doubled
in reward. As Muslims, we should be happy with the arrival of the month of

Ramadan. The Prophet (peace be upon him [PBUH]) said in a Aadith narrated by

Imam an-Nasa'ie:

<

P 192 & 2 /02 . /if; P ,;o// a- - G- 2@ - P Py » %
b a5 oozt D153l wd ikl o (S g 38 B (o 505 4 Olas (S

"gfmayéfy:@@@ym%@u@m\uﬁg~ “(,a&\u\},\

Which means: “There has come to you Ramadan, a blessed month, in
which Allah, the Mighty and Sublime, has enjoined you to fast. In it the
gates of heavens are opened and the gates of Hell are closed, and every devil
1s chained up. In it is a night which is better than a thousand months;

whoever is deprived of its goodness 1s indeed deprived.”



In conjunction with the month of Ramadan, which is full of forgiveness and
mercy, we should increase our acts of worship by performing 20 units (rak'ahs) of
Taraweeh prayers in congregation at the mosque following Imam al-Syafie's
school of thought. Anyone who is sick can perform it while sitting. It should be
noted that the sunnah (nonobligatory) prayer is allowed to be performed sitting
even without reasons, but the reward is half that of a perfect standing prayer. We
should continue to perform it until we finish the prayer with the Imam and not rush
to go home after only performing 8 units of zaraweeh prayer. May our worship this

year be better compared to last year.

Remember, the month of Ramadan is a time for us to seek blessings and
forgiveness from Allah the Almighty by increasing our righteous deeds. Do not get
tired or give up on other acts of worship such as increasing alms, especially
preparing meals for people to break their fast and finish reciting the 30 chapters of

the Qur’an at least once during Ramadan.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Today is the second day of fasting. So let us fast with patience and sincerity
for the sake of Allah the Almighty alone and hope for His forgiveness and blessing.
We also hope that our rewards will be doubled, the doors of Heaven will be opened,
the doors of Hell will be closed and our lives will be kept away from the
temptations of the devil. The Prophet (PBUH) said in a Aadith narrated by Imam
Ahmad:
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Which means: “When Ramadan begins, the gates of mercy are opened and

the gates of Hell are closed, and the devils are chained up.”

The Prophet (PBUH) said in a hadith narrated by Imam Bukhari and Imam

Muslim:
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Which means: “He who fasts during Ramadan with faith and seeking his

reward from Allah will have his past sins forgiven,”

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Let us consistently pray our five daily prayers in congregation at the mosque
throughout the month of Ramadan and until the end of our lives. Let us not
underestimate the act of performing obligatory prayers in congregation because the
Prophet (PBUH) did not pray the obligatory prayers except in congregation. Let us
stay away from committing sins and vices no matter how small. May this year’s
fast make us among the pious people. Allah the Almighty mentions in the Quran in

Chapter 2 (Surah Al-Bagarah) verse (ayat) 183:



Which means: “You who believe, fasting is prescribed for you, as it was

prescribed for those before you, so that you may be mindful of Allah.”
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	فَيَا عِبَادَ الله، اِتقُوا اللهَ أُوْصِيْكُمْ وَا

