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FARAID AND HIBAH

18 APRIL 2025 / 19 SYAWAL 1446H

Let us increase our righteousness to Allah the Almighty by doing all that He

prescribes and leaving all that He prohibits. May we be blessed by Allah the

Almighty in this life and the hereafter.

Dear brothers and sisters,

Islam is a comprehensive religion, encompassing faith (aqidah), sharia

(syariah) and morality (akhlak). Among the aspects of Islamic comprehensiveness

is the emphasis on the concept of fair property management, whether while a

person is still alive, or after death. This method of distributing property after death
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is known as faraid distribution of property. Allah the Almighty says in chapter 4

(Surah al-Nisa') verse 7:

َۚر ُث ََ وۡ ََ ُث وۡ مِ لّ قَ ا لّ مِ ََ ُثو َۚ قَو َأو َۡ مَ مَِاَ وَو وِ َ ََ َۚ ََ ا لّ مِم بٞ ي مِ ََ مِ ا ا ََ لۡمم مِ َۡ ََ ُثو َۚ قَو َأو َۡ مَ مَِاَ وَو وِ َ ََ َۚ ََ ا لّ مِم بٞ ي مِ ََ مِ ا ََ مۚم ل ِمم

ا ضٗ ۡ ثۚ وۡ لِ ا ضٗ ي مِ ََ

Which means: “For men there is a share in what their parents and close

relatives leave, and for women there is a share in what their parents and

close relatives leave—whether it is little or much. ˹These are obligatory shares.”

When faced with the death of a person, it is the responsibility of the heirs

and the community to manage the deceased's remains by using the deceased's

estate for the purpose of funeral expenses. The heirs must then manage the

deceased's estate by prioritizing the settlement of religious debts and debts between

people, as well as executing wills not to heirs, provided that they do not exceed

one-third of the estate.

Then, the heirs are obliged to divide the estate according to the law of faraid

as determined in the sharia. Allah the Almighty says in chapter 4 (Surah al-Nisa')

verse 11 which means:

“Allah commands you regarding your children: the share of the male will

be twice that of the female. If you leave only two or more females, their share is

two-thirds of the estate. But if there is only one female, her share will be one-half.”

Based on this verse, the distribution of faraid is actually the original law

used in the distribution of property, and is the law of Allah the Almighty which is

clear in the Quran. It is a grave sin and is feared to damage the faith of anyone who
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belittles the distribution of faraid, or claims that this faraid law is unjust. It should

be emphasized that the greater the distribution of faraid rights among heirs, the

greater the responsibility of the recipient towards the dependents left behind.

Dear brothers and sisters,

Avoid delaying the distribution of inheritance on the grounds that the

deceased's grave is still new. Such postponement can lead to more complicated

problems when an heir later dies before the property is divided, which can lead to a

rift in the relationship between the heirs. What is even more feared is that it could

cause some heirs to consume or take the rights of orphans or other heirs' property.

Remember what Allah the Mighty says in chapter 4 (Surah al-Nisa’) verse 10:

ا١٠ ضۚ ي مِ ََ ََ لوَو وِ ََيَ َۡ اا ضٗ َاَ وۡ مِ ثُوَم ُث ِمي ََ ثَلثو وۡ ََ ا َّ ل إمَ ا مّ ثُلو وٰ َّ َو يَٰ وِ َ َِ وَو وِ ََ ََ ثَلثو وۡ ََ ََ َ مِ َِل لَ إم

Which means: “Indeed, those who unjustly consume orphans’ wealth in

fact consume nothing but fire into their bellies. And they will be burned in a

blazing Hell!”

There is data that shows that many inheritances fail to be distributed among

heirs. Change this attitude by immediately discussing the distribution of the estate

after the deceased is buried, or appoint experts to assist in the distribution based on

Islamic law.



4

However, equal division is permitted provided that it is divided while the

owner of the property is still alive. It should be understood that the concept of

hibah (good faith gift) must be completed while the hibah giver (property owner) is

still alive, and is not tied to the death of the property owner. A gift that is not

handed over to the recipient while the owner is still alive is void and reverts to the

law of faraid.

However, after the death of the owner, if the heirs wish to distribute equally,

it must be agreed upon by all the heirs who are of sound mind and of legal age. The

rights of heirs who have not reached puberty or are mentally defective cannot be

reduced in the slightest based on faraid. It should be remembered that all heirs

cannot be forced to give up their rights on the grounds of dividing them equally.

Dear beloved fellow muslims,

Among the steps for the distribution of faraid property is to appoint

companies, agents or administrators who have experience in managing property

according to faraid. The administrator must ensure that all rights of the heirs are

protected and that claims for marital property by the widow or husband of the

deceased are also taken into account.

To ensure that the division of property can be carried out properly, the

property owner must have a clear record of property ownership, whether in the

form of real estate, shares, cash savings, etc. Many delays in faraid distribution

occur due to lack of inheritance documents. Inform the existence of the property to

several of the closest heirs. For those who are polygamous, inform someone that

they have heirs from another marriage, so that the rights of inheritance are not

denied.
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Dear brothers and sisters,

To end this sermon, it can be concluded that originally the law of property

division was obligatory according to faraid. However, the heirs are allowed to

agree on a different division based on their own consent without any pressure,

provided that the heir is of sound mind and legal age. Expedite the distribution of

inheritance to avoid rifts in relationships between family members, or the property

being frozen, which will cause losses to the Muslim community.


