THE IMPORTANCE OF FARMING IN ISLAM
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Let us all increase our devotion towards Allah the Almighty by
performing all that He has decreed and abstaining from all that He has
prohibited. Hopefully, we will be blessed in this world and in the Hereafter.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Let us be grateful for all the blessings that Allah the Almighty has
bestowed upon us, including the blessings of fertile land, sufficient water, and
peace that enables our involvement in agriculture and animal husbandry.
Plants that grow from the soil and water are signs of the greatness and
generosity of Allah the Almighty for which we must be grateful. Allah the
Almighty says in the Quran in Chapter 36 (Surah Yaasin), Verses (ayat) 33 to
35:
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Which means: “There is a sign for them in the lifeless earth: We give
it life and We produce grain from it for them to eat; We have put
gardens of date palms and grapes in the earth, and We have made
springs of water gush out of it so that they could eat its fruit. It was not
their own hands that made all this. How can they not give thanks?”
The Quran also states some of the benefits of livestock as Allah the
Almighty says in the Quran in Chapter 16 (Surah An-Nahl) Verse (ayat) 66
which means: “In livestock, too, you have a lesson- We give you a drink from
the contents of their bellies, between waste matter and blood, pure milk, sweet
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to the drinker.’
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Agriculture and animal husbandry are among the basic sources of life
and the economic strength of the ummah (community) which can prevent
dependence on foreign countries. When Muslims fail to master food and
agricultural resources, we will become a nation of consumers, not producers.
This causes food prices to be determined by outside parties, and we are

exposed to a global food crisis. Imam Ibn Khaldun once said:
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Which means: Agriculture is the root of civilization and the key to

sustenance and freedom.



Caliph Umar bin Al-Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him) also once said:

"Do not be lazy in farming, because indeed it is a blessing for sustenance."

Working with one’s own effort is also more blessed than relying on
others’ help. The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him [PBUH]) said in a
hadith narrated by Imam Al-Bukhari which means: “No one has ever eaten
better food than what he eats as a result of the labor of his hands. Allah’s
prophet David used to eat from what he had worked for with his hands.”

Allah the Almighty made this earth easy to cultivate, and we are
commanded to strive to find #alal (lawful) sustenance from it. Unfortunately,
there are still landowners who leave their land abandoned without any
acceptable reason. This is a sign of laziness and ungratefulness towards the

blessings of Allah the Almighty.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

In farming, Islam strongly emphasizes Sharia, manners and morals,
including not encroaching other people’s land. The Prophet (PBUH) said in a
hadith narrated by Imam Al-Bukhari and Muslim which means: “Whoever
usurps unlawfully even a hand span of land a collar measuring seven layers
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of the earth will be placed around his neck on the Day of Resurrection.’

We should not use agricultural pesticides that do not meet the safety
standards for crops, thus endangering consumers who eat them. Livestock
should not be allowed to roam around polluting public places, damaging or

eating other people’s crops, and even endangering road users, causing death.



This 1s among the injustices that are prohibited in Islam. The Messenger of

Allah (PBUH) said in a hadith narrated by Ibn Majah:
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Which means: “In Islam there should neither be harming (of others

without cause), nor reciprocating harm (between two parties).”

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We also call on the authorities, religious agencies, as well as
agricultural and educational agencies to be more proactive in providing
assistance, guidance and long-term action plans to instill a culture of farming

and animal husbandry among Muslims.

Mosques can also act as centers to educate the community about
entrepreneurship and agriculture to create a competitive and self-reliant
Islamic community. Young people should be encouraged to get involved in
agriculture and animal husbandry with modern, innovative technology and

smart agriculture that is suitable for the modern era.

In conclusion, agriculture and animal husbandry not only stimulate the
economy but also form a society that is independent, prosperous and close to
Islamic values. Let us take this sector seriously as an act of worship, not just
aworldly job. Let us rebuild the strength of the ummah through the agriculture
and animal husbandry sector. This is an economic jihad (struggle) that we

must continue.
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