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PREPARATION FOR SYAWAL
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Let us strive to increase our faith and piety towards Allah the Almighty by
carrying out all His commands and avoiding all His prohibitions. May we obtain

forgiveness in this world and the Hereafter.

Dear beloved brothers and sisters

Today is the last Friday of Ramadan. Ramadan is not merely a seasonal
month of worship or an annual tradition, but rather a process of shaping the
personality of a believer who is obedient, disciplined, and submissive to the

commands of Allah the Almighty. Throughout Ramadan, we are trained with acts




of worship that nurture our soul and build piety. The important question we should
reflect upon is whether the values and impact of Ramadan continue to live within

us as we step into the month of Syawal.

Allah the Almighty says in chapter 2 (surah al-Baqarah) verse 183:

TE227
& 555 2l 08 e il e o L& izl ile ek T il (il G
Which means: “O believers! Fasting is prescribed for you, as it was for

those before you, so perhaps you will become mindful of Allah.”

This verse explains that the main objective of fasting is to build a person
who is pious. Therefore, the preparation for welcoming Syawal does not lie
merely in new clothings, special dishes, or festive celebrations, but rather in the
continuous effort to maintain the piety that has been nurtured throughout
Ramadan, whether in worship, character, or relationships with fellow human

beings.

Dear beloved brothers and sisters,

Ramadan has taught us to correct our intentions, control our desires, and
draw us closer to Allah then Almighty through worship. Fasting trains patience in
enduring hunger and thirst, nurtures honesty in worship, and cultivates sincerity

in obedience to Allah the Almighty. Imam al-Ghazali stated:
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Which means: “Fasting is an education for the soul, a breaker of desires,

and a path towards purity of the heart.”
Dear brothers and sisters,

Among the signs that a deed is accepted is when a person is able to maintain
the continuity of his worship even after Ramadan has passed. Acts such as prayer,
reciting the Qur’an, giving charity, guarding the tongue, and preserving good
character should not cease simply because the month of Ramadan has ended.
These practices ought to become the way of life for a Muslim. Allah the Almighty
says in chapter 15 (Surah al-Hijr) verse 99, which means:

“and worship your Lord until the inevitable comes your way.”

Hasan al Basri said:
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Which means: “Indeed, Allah has not set any fixed time for the deeds of

the believers except death.”

The preparation for welcoming Syawal is also not complete without
fulfilling the obligation of zakat al-fitr. Zakat al-fitr is a duty upon every capable
Muslim as a purification of oneself from negligence during fasting, and as
assistance to the poor and needy so that they too may share in the joy of
celebrating Syawal. In a hadith narrated by Imam Abu Dawud, which means:

The Messenger of Allah (pbuh) made zakat al-fitr obligatory as a
purification for the fasting person from idle deeds and vile speech, and as

provision for the poor.




Islam celebrates joy and gratitude, but such joy must remain within the
Shariah. Avoid wastefulness, free mixing, and excessive entertainment that may
lead to sin and distract the heart from remembering Allah the Almighty. Allah the
Almighty says in chapter 7 (Surah al-A‘raf) verse 31:
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Which means: “O Children of Adam! Dress properly whenever you are at
worship. Eat and drink, but do not waste. Surely He does not like the

wasteful.”
Dear beloved brothers and sisters,

Syawal is a month of forgiveness and unity. Strengthen the bonds of
kinship, visit your parents, family, and relatives. Mend any strained relationships
if there are any, for therein lies the blessing of life. The Messenger of Allah (pbuh)
said in a hadith narrated by Imam al-Bukhari and Muslim, which means:

“Whoever wishes that his provision be expanded and his life be prolonged,

let him maintain the ties of kinship.”

Imam an-Nawawi said that maintaining kinship is a cause for great reward,

blessings in life, and abundance in provision.
As a conclusion to this sermon, let us take note of a few important lessons:

First, Ramadan is a school of spiritual training that nurtures piety, and

Syawal becomes the field to prove the continuity of that piety.

Second, worship and righteous deeds must be continued with steadfastness

throughout life.




Third, the joy of Syawal should be accompanied by gratitude, moderation,
the fulfillment of zakat, and the strengthening of kinship.
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