YOUTH: THE COUNTRY’S HOPE
19 Jamadil Awal 1443H/December 24, 2021
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Let us all increase our devotion towards Allah the Almighty by performing

all that He has decreed and abstaining from all that He has prohibited.

Hopefully, we will be forgiven in this world and in the Hereafter.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Youth are the pillars of society and the hope of a country. They are the

generation who will be the leaders in the future. An Arabic proverb says:

W1 Qi a3 S

Which means: “The youth of today will be the leaders of tomorrow.”



Ali (the Prophet’s companion) once said: “/f you want to see the future of a

country, then look at its youth today.”

Youth is a challenging time in one’s life. Many young men and women are
trapped in various sinful activities. They are controlled by lust that pushes
them to seek pleasure. Some of them think that youth is the time to enjoy,
and repentance can wait until old age. This is a wrong perception. The
Prophet (peace be upon him [PBUH]) said in a Hadith narrated by Imam al-
Hakim:
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Which means: “Take advantage of five before the occurrence of five:
Your youth before old age; and your health before sickness; and your
wealth before poverty, and your fiee time before pre-occupation, and

your life before death.”

Today’s youth need to stay away from all inner negative elements. One of
the methods is to get closer to Allah the Almighty. In a Hadith, the Prophet
(PBUH) mentioned one of the 7 groups that will be protected by Allah the
Almighty on the Day of Judgment:



Which means: ...a youth who has been brought up in the worship of
Allah (i.e., worships Allah sincerely from childhood)

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

During the Prophet’s life, most of the people who received the call of
da’wah (the practice of conveying the message of Islam to Non-Muslims)
are the youth and teenagers. For example, Abu Bakr converted to Islam at
the age of 38, Umar at the age of 28, Ali at the age of 10 and many others
who converted to Islam in their teenage years such as Mus'ab bin Umair, and
Usamah bin Zaid. They later helped the Prophet (PBUH) enormously in
da’wah and became pillars of strength for the Muslims in their jihad fi
sabilillah (struggles in the path of Allah the Almighty).

Allah the Almighty presents an exemplary story for today's youth to emulate
the strong faith of the youth of the cave (Ashabul Kahf) He says in the
Quran in Chapter 18 (Surah Al-Kahf) verse (ayat) 10:
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Which means: “When the young men sought refige in the cave and
said, ‘Our Lord, grant us Your mercy, and find us a good way out of
our ordeal’”
Ashabul Kahfavoided the tyranny of the Roman rulers, who wanted to kill
them for refusing to worship idols, by hiding in a cave. Allah the Almighty

put them to sleep in the cave for many years.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Our country is in dire need of youth who are knowledgeable, skilled, strong-
willed, positive and with integrity. In conclusion, let us call upon all youth to
keep their faith, always seek knowledge and skills and stay away from social
problems such as drug addiction, free mixing with the opposite gender,
hedonistic behavior, etc. Be the youth who are istigamah (steadfast) in
defending Islamic rules in this country so that our country will not be ruled
by the enemies of Islam. Hopefully, with the strength of our youth, our
country will be more developed, peaceful, prosperous and blessed by Allah

the Almighty.

Allah the Almighty said to the Prophet (PBUH) as recorded in the Quran in
Chapter 18 (Surah Al Kaht), verse (ayat) 13:
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Which means: “/Prophet] We shall tell you their story as it really

was. They were young men who believed in their Lord, and We gave

them more and more guidance.”
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